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Broncs prepare for Midnight Madness
Newcomers to bolster Bronc roster as basketball
program counts down to Midnight Madness
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

The head office of the UTPA
Basketball program is under
construction – literally.
The floor is a maze of building
materials, caution tape prohibits
access to rooms, which are being
remodeled, and white dust scatters
under every footstep taken.
For several weeks the Field
House has been undergoing a
facelift, but the
work done to
revamp the
appearance of
the Bronc front
offices holds
little
significance
when compared
to the
monstrous
Fagan
changes made
to this season’s
Bronc roster.
Next Friday is Midnight
Madness, the first opportunity for
NCAA basketball teams to practice
with a full squad. Until now, Head
Coach Bob Hoffman has been
limited with what he can do with
his players, which is basically
conditioning exercises.
Only when the team can
function as a whole will Hoffman
will be able to see if his newly
acquired
arsenal has the
chemistry and
drive to
perform well at
the Div I level.
But he is
optimistic
about this
season’s team.
“We’ve got
Sakalys
a lot of
different
weapons and a lot of different
strengths,” Hoffman said. “It will
depend on the type of team we
play, but we can put different guys
on the floor and get good
matchups.”
The most notable weapons in
this year’s squad are 7-foot-tall
junior Alvaidas Gedminas (Laivite
HS/Kirtland CC) and 6-foot-11

junior Ryan
Langer (West
Lyon
HS/Northeast
CC), who will
bring size and
strength to the
Broncs inside
game.
Coupled
Holcomb
with returning
starters Derrick
East, Eric Montalvo, Chris Fagan
and Allen Holcomb, and aided by
the return of Andrius Sakalys, the
Broncs will have what looks to be
every advantage needed to improve
upon last season’s 10-win season.
Last season’s squad lacked
depth on the bench, but with the
new additions to the roster, the
Broncs look to have several
effective five-man configurations.
For Hoffman the breathing room
will remedy
some of last
year’s lategame losses.
“Everything
will depend on
game
situations,”
Hoffman said.
“But at face
value we
East
believe that.”
If the
season goes as
well as expected the Broncs may
even be able to put together some
good opportunities for upsets, as
they travel to Oklahoma midway
through the season to take on both
Oklahoma University and
Oklahoma State University.
But Hoffman is looking
forward to the schedule as a whole,
and is not putting to much
emphasis on single game season
outings.
“Our
schedule in
general really
fits our
players,”
Hoffman said.
“We’ve got a
lot of good
home games,
more than last
year.”
Montalvo
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FUNDING FORUM
South Texas educators make finance pitch
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
When the House Subcommittee on
Select Education met with presidents of
Hispanic-serving South Texas colleges
and universities to discuss higher
education Monday, the panels offering
testimony kept a consistent theme alive
throughout the morning—school funding.
During his introduction, Texas
Democratic Congressman Ruben
Hinojosa told Chairman Peter Hoekstra,
R-Mi., that the people of South Texas are
seeking higher education. He stated that
the Rio Grande Valley has had a 28
percent in people accessing higher
education.
"This is proof that our people are
hungry for that opportunity," he said.
Hoekstra mentioned he and Hinojosa
have been paying specific attention to
Hispanic-serving institutions for the past
five to seven years to make sure an
appropriate level of federal support is
being provided.
"It’s clear that whether you’re in
Michigan or Texas, the access to higher
education is critical," he said.
Addressing the subcommittee were
UTPA President Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez,
Texas A&M University-Kingsville
President Dr. Rumaldo Juarez, Coastal
Bend Community College President Dr.
John Brockman, University of TexasBrownsville President Juliet Garcia,
South Texas Community College

President Dr. Shirley Reed, and UTPA
Student Representative Ariana de la
Garza.
One of Nevarez’s concerns about
financial aid at UTPA was the 1996
Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigration Responsibility Act, which
limited state decisions on whether
residency was a benefit factor for higher
education. With this act students who are
not born in the United States are not
given the opportunity to gain financial
aid, despite that they may have been
awarded a state high school diploma.
"We are betraying students who have
worked hard in our public schools,
persisted and graduated, who are then
denied the higher education assistance
available to their peers who are in
similar socioeconomic circumstances,"
said Nevarez.
There are a number of pending acts
designed to grant illegal aliens this right.
One of the unique aspects of higher
education at UTPA, Nevarez stated, was
that students do not strictly devote
themselves to their schoolwork. Several
students are large contributors to their
households and therefore must work to
pay for school and provide for their
family. Citizens of South Texas have
been left behind for too long, and should
be offered more financial aid to stop the
trend of "a division between the haves
and the have-nots," he added.
Still, 80 percent of students here do

See EDUCATION page 12
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MAKING A POINT— Congressman Ruben Hinojosa, D-TX. (left) and Chairman Peter Hoekstra,
R-MI., participated in a panel Monday morning at the International Trade and Technology building.
The discussion dealt with school funding for higher education.

Second annual HESTEC will convene next week
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American

Allen Holcomb elevates for a shot against Centenary during the 2002-2003 season.

The director of the U.S. Patent Office
resigned in 1875, recommending that the office
should be closed because he claimed that there
was nothing left to invent. Wouldn’t his face be
red if he saw the technologies created in the last
century, such as MP3s, coffee makers, or even
disposable cups?
By striving for technological advancement,
the Rio Grande Valley seeks to maximize its
potential of various residents in areas of
innovation. The University of Texas-Pan
American will host the second annual Hispanic
Engineering Science and Technology Week
(HESTEC) October 13-16. Elementary age
children to college students will have the
opportunity to gain information from different

experts in the fields of science and technology,
as well as people in the entertainment industry,
government, media and education.
Gilbert Maldonado, specials projects
coordinator for the UTPA Foundation, says
HESTEC will allow residents of Brownsville,
Laredo and South Padre Island to gain an
understanding of what UTPA has to offer, as
well as learn what they themselves have to offer
the science and math fields.
The HESTEC website states that with the
recent strength of the Hart-Rudman
Commission, employment opportunities in
science and engineering are expected to increase
in the decade at a rate three times greater than
for all other occupations. However, the number
of students entering the fields of math, science
and engineering continues to decline, threatening
America's position as the world's leader in

science and technology.
Tina Atkins, director of general education and
GEARUP of Region I, said she believes
HESTEC brings students a view of what they
can accomplish, and offers an outlet for their
creativity.
“HESTEC is representative of the tremendous
possibilities for students and educators to learn
from experts in the field of math, science and
technology,” Atkins said.
Joe Castillo, an educator from PSJA North
High School, hopes events such as HESTEC
will open doors to students from the Rio Grande
Valley who have the ability to pursue the science
field but may not have had the opportunity
previously.
“I think the outlook of what lies in store for
these students is hopeful,” Castillo said. “This
past spring we [GEAR-UP Program] received an

invitation from a company that says they will
need 7,000 new engineers in the next seven to
nine years. They’re coming down here to the
Valley to recruit new engineers. The company
has opened doors to us which they have never
done before, not even to school districts in Fort
Worth or Dallas which is right near their
location. It was an honor for our students to be
the first to have access to their laboratories.”
Mike Guerra, sophomore at PSJA North, tells
how last year he wasn’t even sure what
engineering was until he met someone who
explained the field.
“Motivation from GEAR UP and teachers is
great,” Guerra said. “Motivation from people in
science and engineering is just awesome.”
Castillo hopes students will enjoy and benefit
from the solar car race. Last year students from

See HESTEC page 12
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Hitting the ice: Killer Bees open camp
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Members of the Rio Grande Valley Killer Bees hockey team wait in line to participate in skill drills during training camp Tuesday afternoon at the Dodge Arena in Hidalgo.

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
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The Killer Bees will conclude the first week of their
inaugural season training camp
with a pair of road trips to take
on the Corpus Christi Rayz and
Laredo Bucks, Friday and
Saturday respectively.
The two games will comprise the Bee’s pre-season and
be the only chance Head
Coach Tracy Egeland will have

to see potential members of the
Killer Bee roster in non-intersquad competition, before having to make final roster decisions next Wednesday.
But for Egeland, who has
had his anticipations met during camp, the decision process
will not come into account
until after this weekend's play.
“The camp is going pretty
much as I expected,” Egeland
said. “It’s still early, so it’s hard
to tell. The guys showed up in

shape and have been working
hard.”
According to Egeland the
condition of players during
training camp can be a big
obstacle.
“When your guys aren’t in
shape you have to spend half
your time skating them,”
Egeland said. “ If the players
are in shape you can go right to
work.”
So for the Killer Bees the
workload this week has been

exceptional: practices in the
morning, consisting of skating
and stick handling drills, and
scrimmages in the afternoon to
get the team in good on-ice
condition.
For Dan Odegard, who is
trying to earn his first ever spot
on a pro team, the work is well
worth the reward.
“I’m really excited about
getting an opportunity to play
here,” Odegard said. “I’m just
really trying to concentrate on

getting myself into the lineup.”
Odegard who was named
the NCAA Div. III Midwest
Collegiate Hockey
Association’s Player of the
Year last season, has a pretty
good idea of what he’ll need to
do this weekend to earn himself a spot.
“I’ll have to work my butt
off,” Odegard said. “I’m going
to have to get some good scoring opportunities and try to
play some good defense.”

See BEES page 14

Is Latino political slant changing?
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
As the Hispanic population grows, so does
their voting power and politicians are taking
note. Republicans are learning to speak Spanish
and Democrats have set an Hispanic agenda;
both parties are fighting for the Latino vote
which could turn the tide in 2004.
Hispanics, who have traditionally voted
Democratic, are evolving into complex voting
patterns. As reported by the San Antonio
Express-News in August, a study done by the
Annenberg Public Policy Center at the
University of Pennsylvania during the 2000
presidential election found that Latinos vote on
issues rather than on political parities.
Results show Hispanics tend to agree with the
Democratic Party on economic issues like
healthcare, while on social issues like abortion,
homosexuality, and school vouchers they lean
toward Republicans. Democrats are traditionally
known for doing more for minorities and the
underprivileged.
“The perception of the Democratic Party is
that they are for the working class, the

underdog,” explained Priscilla Guzman, UTPA
political science lecturer. “They are known for
being more of an equality party.”
Due to their minority status and their
comparatively low socioeconomic level, the
majority of Hispanics in the past have felt the
Democratic Party can do more for them.
“There’s more poverty among minorities,”
explained Dr. Chad Richardson, associate
professor of sociology. “Their efforts are to get
out of poverty. The liberals offer solutions such
as to increase minimum wage and give childcare
help for single mothers. These things benefit
minorities because they have economic needs,
they like to see more economical aid.”
However, while Hispanics look to Democrats
to help them economically, they increasingly
depend on Republicans to hold up the social and
moral issues they value.
“Hispanics tend to be more traditional and the
majority are Catholic,” Richardson stated. “The
Catholic Church takes a strong stand against
abortion, premarital sex and homosexuality.
They have such strong ties to the Church and
have these traditional morals that tend to be
more conservative and Republican.”

The traditional culture of Hispanics is also a
reason for their conservative views, political
science lecturer Emily Calderon explained.
“Latinos are very much tied to their culture,
and the conservative Latino culture comes in on
the side with the Republicans,” she said. “On the
other hand it is also part of our culture to be
strongly tied to our families and we want to help
each other and make sure our families are taken
care of. The Democratic party is more likely to
do this. The U.S. government should take care
of us since we are citizens.”
Guzman feels Hispanics who vote Republican
might do so because they feel Democrats have
not done much for them in the past.
“Hispanics are experiencing disenchantment,”
she said. “People are not happy with the
Democratic party and what it’s done for them in
the past. They want to change and see what the
Republicans can do for us.”
The rising level of education among Latinos
has also affected their political stand, Calderon
explained.
“Hispanics are becoming more educated and
making more money,” she said. “I read

See HISPANICS page 12

For veteran Ryan Shmyr,
who has spent the last two seasons in the NHL Calgary
Flames system, the exhibition
games this weekend are just
another step towards the season.
“Eggy (Coach Egeland)
will set the lines, and everyone
will get an equal chance to
show what they can do,”
Shmyr said.
Shmyr, who’s expected to

Photo by Brian Carr/The Pan American
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(left photo) Killer Bees goalie Jacque Vezina crouches to stop an incoming slapshot Tuesday. (right photo) Vezina watches prepares to stop an incoming wrist shot.
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Tennis teams successfully adjusting to new coach
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
When teams change head
coaches, there is usually some
down time before success
comes.
However, for The University
of Texas-Pan American tennis
teams this was not the case.
With new head coach
Eduardo Provencio at the helm,
the tennis programs are off to a
good start.
The Lady Broncs saw one
player win the championship
finals at the Lady Cardinal
Classic Saturday at the Lamar
Tennis Center. In addition, the
team had a championship finalist, and a consolation champion.
Canadian senior Alana Breen
brought home the championship in Flight Eight singles
with a 6-2, 6-1 win over
Jennifer Cline of Stephen F.
Austin.
Breen wants to finish her
college career with a bang and
feels this win was her first
step.
"It was a big win because I
am a senior and it is my last
year," said Breen. "I had just
came off an injury and it felt

good to be able to come back
and get a couple of wins under
my belt."
Provencio was extremely
excited about how the whole
team performed and believes
this effort will carry over to
their next match.
"This was a good first tournament for us," said Provencio.
"We had a champion and a consolation champion, and all five
of our players made the championship or consolation finals.
This was a good experience for
us, and we are really looking
forward to our next competition."
The next tournament for the
women will be the Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional in Fort
Worth on Oct. 17-19.
MEN’S TENNIS
This year, the men’s team
has only one senior, but they
do not feel that this is going to
slow them down and hinder
them from attaining the goal of
a conference championship
when the spring season rolls
around.
Provencio loves having a
young team without many seniors and he believes their goal

is within the team’s grasp.
"I think it is great, I would
much rather have only one senior on the team than five seniors," Provencio said. "The
good thing is they have a lot of
experience under their belt,
they have experience beyond
their years. A conference
championship is a very attainable goal and something to
shoot for."
German sophomore Oliver
Steil agrees with his coach and
thinks the youthfulness of the
team will not be a factor in
their pursuit of a conference
title.
"I think they are going to
adapt well, we are going to
have a good lineup this year,"
Steil said. "We have a good
chance to win conference."
Steil has high hopes for the
season and knows that these
matches are just warmups for
conference and he has in mind
an even bigger accomplishment
for the team.
"We are going for the conference title and then we are heading onto nationals," Steil said.
The men’s tennis team will
be back in action this weekend
at the Texas-San Antonio
Invitational.

Staff Photo/The Pan American

Senior Alana Breen won the championship finals at the Lady Cardinal Classic.

"We did get some comments
last year that some people didn’t
like dressing up in costumes so
A black tie is optional for the
this year we’re trying something
Women’s Athletics Fundraisers
else, the ‘Denim and Diamonds’
(WAF) benefit, the "Denim and
theme," Griffith said. "We figDiamonds" Gala. The second
ure that people could dress up or
annual event will be held at the
dress down and just come and
Shary Shivers Estate, in
have fun."
Sharyland, on Saturday Oct. 11,
Activities in this year’s event
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m.
include a silent auction, a blackAll funds raised at
board auction,
the Gala go toward the
door prizes, a
University of Texascasino with
Pan American women’s
black jack and
athletics as well as a
showdown
scholarship fund for
poker, a
student athletes. Dr.
Starbucks cofSusan R. Griffith,
fee and dessert
director of Institutional
bar, and live
Research and
music by Out
Effectiveness on camof Sync, a
pus and a coordinator
popular local
for the event, said that
band.
the WAF, along with
Items being
the Bronc Athletics
auctioned
Foundation, raises
include a
money for the women’s
weekend for
athletics fund to use on
two at South
The second annual Denim & Diamonds fundraiser is Oct. 11.
equipment, travel
Padre Island,
expenses and other necestwo season tickets
sities.
come via deductions from UTPA to the Valley Symphony
"The first year we tried going
Orchestra, golf outings for four
faculty and staff paychecks.
out and raising money, but we
at local courses, plus tennis and
Last year’s Masquerade Ball
didn’t have any fun doing that so proceeds contributed $15,000 to
golf lessons from UTPA coaches,
we got the idea of having a
among others.
women’s athletics and $1,500 to
party," said Griffith. "We did
"It [the Gala] is a great opporthe Val La Mantia Scholarship
that last year with the
tunity for the women athletes
Fund. Highlighting last year’s
Masquerade Ball and it was very event were dancing and the casifrom UTPA to interact with the
successful."
no, where Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez faculty, staff, and community,"
This year’s goal is to raise
said Crystal Frazier, a senior on
served as one of the black jack
$20,000 for athletics with addithe UTPA women’s golf team. "I
dealers for the evening.
tional earnings contributed to the
WAF Fifth-year Scholarship program, the organization’s newest
fundraiser.
"According to
regulations a student can’t get a
scholarship when they are in
their fifth year, because now it
takes students more than four
years to graduate," Griffith said.
Most of the funds for the
Fifth-year Scholarship program

am really looking forward to this
year’s WAF Gala and hope that
it is twice as big as it was last
year. It is a big party and everyone should come and join in on
all the fun!"
The WAF was started in
January of 2000 and is a part of
the Bronc Athletics Foundation.
"A group of women got
together about three years ago
and wanted to do something to
support women’s athletics on
campus," said Griffith.
All proceeds raised by the
WAF are used for women’s athletics at UTPA. William J.
Weidner, athletics director, said
he applauds all efforts to raise
money for any student athlete.
"Since the athletic department
is not funded by the state, we
rely a lot on donations and student fees to finance athletics in
general," Weidner said. "I think
it is outstanding that the WAF is
able to help with what they have
a passion for; women’s athletics."
Sponsoring the "Denim and
Diamonds" Gala are UTPA,
Kell-Munoz Architects and
Grunwald Printing. Tickets are
$50 a person and can be purchased from any WAF committee member. The Gala is open to
anyone 18 years of age or older.
To buy a ticket or for more
information about this year’s
event, contact Dr. Susan R.
Griffith at 292-2132 or Winnie
Carey at 292-7465.

BEES

continued from page 15

fill the roll of enforcer for the Killer
Bees, served a WPHL record setting 437 penalty minutes in the
1999-00 season with the Lubbock
Cotton Kings. In the game of hockey penalty minutes are not a bad
thing. A penalty can result in an
untimely power play, but it can also
result in invoking fear upon members of the other team. An
enforcer’s job is to take care of his
teammates when they’re on the ice.
Off the ice he’s not quite as
menacing, but at 6-foot-6, 230
pounds it is understood he can do
damage. One of only five veterans
allowed to attend training camp,
Shmyr has a good idea of what to
expect from the rest of camp.
“It’s gonna take some time.
Right now we’re trying to get guys
in shape, and Eggy’s trying to evaluate who’s who,” Shmyr said. “I
think right now we’re just trying to
get some basic hockey, moving the
puck through the neutral zone. After
that we’ll work more on game systems, but that will work itself out
through the rest of the season.”
For David Duff, season ticket
holder and president of Youth
Hockey in the Valley, watching the
Killer Bees system mature through
the season is one of the things he
looks forward to for him and his
son.
“This is one of the most high
energy sports there is,” Duff said.
“And for the local youth in the
Valley to be able to come and witness hockey on such an emotional
level will be a great thing. There’s
nothing like live hockey.”
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Internship Program helping students succeed
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

Women’s Athletics Fundraisers to host event
By AMY D. MEDELLIN
The Pan American

October 9, 2003

Juanita D. Cantu leaves her apartment in
Rockville, MD at 8 a.m. every morning to
commute by shuttle to her job at the U.S
Department of Health and Human Services.
There she works with the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Service Administration
(SAMHSA).
Cantu, a junior at UTPA majoring in
public relations/advertising/broadcast
journalism, believes there is more to a
college education than a high GPA and
lectures. This is why she is participating in
the Hispanic National Internship Program
(HNIP).
“It’s crucial to have hands-on experiences.
Experience is what will make a student stand
out from others with the same
qualifications,” said Cantu.
Cantu spends her weekdays preparing
information booklets for conferences,
researching an upcoming campaign on
human trafficking in the U.S., and working
on a major campaign known as “Breaking
the Cycle of Bullying.” Once 5 p.m. comes
around, she’s on her own.
“Sometimes I spend my afternoon
watching T.V.; other times, friends and I will
go out to Washington D.C.,” said Cantu.
Cantu learned of HNIP from Susie Chapa,
cooperative education coordinator at UTPA,
when she attended a meeting held with a
representative from The Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities
(HACU).
HACU National Internship Program has
provided more then 4,400 top college

students with internships, making it the
largest Hispanic internship program.
“The Cooperative Education Office has
continued to have a working relationship
with HACU for many years and they have
offered our university students many
rewarding internship opportunities,” said
Chapa.
The Cooperative Education Office will be
sponsoring an information session on
Monday Oct. 6 at 12 p.m. in the Student
Services Building, room 153.
Having been an intern at the Department
of Justice, HNIP Associate Director Sandra
Pena-Herrera, will be informing students of
the requirements and federal and corporate
internships available.
HNIP provides paid semester-long
internships during spring, summer, and fall at
federal agencies and private corporations in
Washington, DC, and throughout the country,
according to Pena-Herrera.
“These ten- and fifteen-week internship
programs allow college students to
experience the diversity of careers that exist
in federal and corporate sectors. Theyprovide
quality professional work experience that
allows students to make more educated
career choices,” said Pena-Herrera.
There are many government agencies
students can intern at such as the Library of
Congress, National Science Foundation and
the Department of Treasury. In the corporate
sector, students can intern at JPMorgan
Chase, Marriott International, Verizon, Target
or the Farm Credit Administration (FCA).
Ricardo Angel Rivera, a junior at UTPA
majoring in accounting, interned with the
FCA when he first found out about HACU

Requirements for HACU National Internship
Program
˙ A minimun 3.0 GPA (on a 4.0 scale)
˙ Be enrolled in an unerstraduate or graduate program
˙ Completion of the freshman year of college before the internship begins
˙ U.S. Citizenship or permanent residency

———
2004 INTERNSHIP DATES AND DEADLINE
Program Dates
Spring (Jan. 15 – May 1)
Summer (June 4 – Aug. 14)
Fall (Aug. 26 – Dec. 11)

Application Deadline
Nov. 7, 2003
Feb. 27, 2003
June 11, 2004

Early Deadline
Does Not Apply
Dec. 5, 2003
April 23, 2004

For more information on the HACU National Internship Program
Visit: www.hnip.net
Or contact the Cooperative Education Office
Student Services Room 125
Phone: 956/ 381-2781

through CAMP, College Assistance Migrant
Program.
“I wanted to experience some diversity in
cultures outside of the Valley,” said Rivera.
“I was also looking for good solid work
experience related to my field of study.”
He interned at a bank regulatory agency
for the FCA. They are responsible for
insuring the safety and soundness of the

Farm Credit System, which is composed of
banks who loan to farmers.
While working at the FCA, Rivera worked
in the office of the chief financial officer,
running and reconciling payroll reports and
assisting with travel voucher auditing.
Working at the FCA provided Rivera with
indispensable work experience.

See HACU page 11

Colonia volunteers improve residents’ health
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
David Casas, Yvette Rhett and Yvette Wilson
march down a street lined with small quiet
homes in a colonia known as San Carlos. In
uniform, jeans and a shirt that simply reads Dare
to Care, they carry vital medical information,
tablets, notes, flyers and walkie-talkies.
The bright bold navy blue shirts and static
sounds from walkie-talkies seem foreign to this
gray and quiet low-income community just
outside of Edinburg.
The three soldiers in blue are part of a group
of 63 University of Texas-Pan American nursing
students scheduled to graduate in December.
Students split into small armies, walk the
streets of San Carlos knocking on strangers’
doors. They sit with residents inside their
kitchens and living rooms to develop a healthneeds assessment for each family.
“We randomly went door to door,” Casas
said, “and we started taking their blood pressure
to break the ice.”
The group stops in front of a home standing
alone and empty in front of a large, muddy
unkempt yard, and ponders whether they should
approach it.
“I’m just going to try,” Rhett said.
She approaches the house and speaks into an
open door... no one responds. Rhett places a
flyer on a small stone with an empty beer can
on top of it to hold it in place.
The students hope that the families read these
flyers that were printed just moments before.
The flyers explain the details about a health fair
being held for the community on Oct. 11.
The fair will mark the end of this six-week
long project. Attendance at the fair will reflect

on their final grade.
Janie Cantu-Cabrera, along with two other
instructors Cindy Milan and Jackie Williams,
heads the project.
“The students are putting all their knowledge
together and checking what the clients need,
going from door to door,” Cantu-Cabrera said.
Students will be knocking on doors of these
homes saying, “I'm a UTPA nursing student and
I'd like to talk to you about your health,”
according to Cantu-Cabrera.
Senora Paz, a San Carlos resident, opens her
door and quickly welcomes the nursing
students.
“Come in, buenos dias," she says in Spanish,
"please take a seat.”
Senora Paz, who doesn’t know much English,
was visited the week before by the same group
of students.
“The people that open their door to you can
be very honest and open. That is very surprising
to me,” Rhett said.
Once inside the house, Senora Paz brings
green plastic chairs for the nursing students and
the reporters following them. Wilson begins
Senora Paz’s check up.
“How is your sugar?” she asks her in
Spanish.
Paz responds with a shy giggle. She says that
she assumes she’s been okay because she thinks
she’s been eating right. Casas finds that she has
run out of the proper litmus strips needed to
check her blood sugar level.
She’s been out of them since last year, so the
students decide to check her sugar level on the
spot. It is at 279, relatively high.
The result of her blood sugar level sparks a
series of serious questions asking Senora Paz
about her daily routines, diet, exercise and daily
activities. They advise the diabetic to start taking

walks around the neighborhood.
She admits she’s thought about walking but
lately has been trying to avoid the mosquito
bites that may lead to Dengue fever. The
students correct her and warn her that it’s West
Nile virus she needs to worry about.
“It’s rare to find someone around here who is
actually self-conscious and aware of their
health,” Casas said.
Paz rubs her hands, fingers and knuckles
telling the student group she worries she might
also have arthritis.
“This hand is more healthy than this hand,”
she points out to them.
The students have realized a lot of the people
in the neighborhood are simply looking for
someone to talk to.
“Some people will really open up to you and
start talking about other problems and personal
issues,” Casas said. “The best way to handle that
is to listen first.That kind of support helps too.”
Nursing instructor Cantu-Cabrera hopes this
program will bring out the nursing instinct in the
students.
“I can’t teach you to care, it has to come from
you,” she said. “Volunteering is an important
thing, it empowers you.”
Rhett was impacted after her first visit to
some of the homes.
“I felt guilty. I went home and started
packing food, but I didn’t bring it because I
didn’t know exactly how involved we’re
allowed to get with these families,” she said, “I
will probably bring it when all of this is over,
after the health fair, because of course, that will
be on my own time.”
After the students advised Senora Paz one last
time about the health fair on Oct. 11, they
moved on down the street, coming to a green
trailer with small stepping stones that led them

to the front door. The stones were placed shortly
after the students first visit to this small trailer.
They had visited it before and knew of the lady
who lived there. She came to San Carlos from
Brownsville to escape domestic problems. Now
she house-sits the trailer for a family who has
migrated to the North.
The students find her in the back yard
watering her plants and advise her to spray on
some mosquito repellent before she continues
her yard work. Her pet dog catches a glimpse of
the students.
The dog is tied to a small wooden dog house.
His eyes are sad, bloodshot and droopy. His
empty bowl is filled with rainwater. There is no
bark at the strangers who have walked into the
back yard where he sleeps.
His bones protrude out of his slouched body,
a sad reminder of the kind of life every being
lives in this small poverty stricken neighborhood
known as San Carlos. According to some
students, a few of the homes share electricity by
running extension cords across yards.
Cantu-Cabrera spoke of a woman who
doesn’t own a refrigerator, so every day she
walks to the nearest grocery store and buys food
for her family to cook daily.
“You don’t appreciate your life,” Mynga
Garcia, a nursing student, said, “until you see
something like this.”
The health fair will be held at San Carlos
Community Resource Center, otherwise known
as the Women in Care Clinic, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Oct. 11.
It will offer residents, and other people who
attend, free sugar checks, information on
diabetes, nutrition, hygiene, bone density, West
Nile virus, breast cancer, testicular cancer and
other health related issues. Local health agencies
will also participate, offering free services.
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What do you think about
neighbors wanting to close
Club Fuego?

Campus
VO I C E

Charlotte Peiffer
Spanish
Senior
Regardless of the neighbor situation I
think they should close the club. It’s a
matter of principle. Take out the cheese
and put some quality nightlife in the
Valley.

Mayra Hernandez
International Business
Freshman
I think they should have more
security in that area. There should
be more police there, and lights.
That should be tried first to see if
that will keep the noise down, but if
that doesn’t work then shut it down.

Maria A. Sepulveda
Bilingual Education
Senior
They [the people] have a right to
pettion for it to be shut down. They
have their house and their family. I
wouldn’t want to live around a place
like that.

Jaime Rodriguez
Nursing
Junior
I believe that the residents have the
right to petition. I would do the
same thing.

Rachael Ybarra
Finance
Senior
When you are investing in a house you
want to make sure that you will be happy
in your living environment, especially with
the amount of money you put into it. I find
it very fair to allow the neighbors of that
club to petition to close the doors, in
order for them to enjoy their house and
their family.
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Valley drug patterns
differ from nation’s
Because of the high amount of drug
trafficking on the border, drugs are not only
cheaper but more accessible as well, which
leads to a higher rate of drug use for certain
From its food and music to its language
drugs.
and culture,the Rio Grande Valley differs
The report found 13.3 percent of students
from other areas in many ways. The
grades 7-12 on the Texas border reported
substance abuse trends in the Valley also
lifetime powder cocaine use, as oppose to
differentiate the Valley from the rest of the
7.2 percent of non-border students. Border
state.
students also reported 4 percent of lifetime
“The drug profile for the Valley is very
use of crack while non-border students
different form the rest of the nation, the
reported 2.7 percent.
state, and even from just a little more up
Other characteristics of border areas also
north,” explained Miguel Lopez, of the
affect use trends.
University of Texas-Pan American Alcohol
“In the Valley you have lack of
and Drug Abuse Program.
affordable housing and a lower economic
The drugs most abused in the Valley are
base,” Morales stated. “Young people get
marijuana, cocaine, and in some areas
involved in narco-trafficking to make more
heroin. Lopez explained that even in South
money. Also, it is very easy for young
Texas drug abuse trends vary.
people to go across the border and drink
“Drug use trends vary from county to
when they’re underage. You also have
county,” he said. “In the Brownsville and
Harlingen area heroine and cocaine are very strong identification to Mexico on the
border where you have first and second
popular. In Hidalgo County cocaine is
generations that are less assimilated. These
popular, but not heroin. Crack and roach
are all characteristics of the border.”
pills are popular in Starr and Zapata, but
Although rates for
heroin is rare.
drug abuse of certain
Marijuana of course is
substances are higher
popular everywhere.”
in the Valley, there are
The latest biennial
The use of
also many drugs that
report from Gulf
methamphetamines
are not used in the
Coast Addiction
area.
Technology Transfer
throughout the state, as
“Young people start
Center, “Substance
well as the nation, has
abusing harder drugs
Abuse Trends in
here earlier, like
been increasing at an
Texas: June 2003,”
cocaine. There are a
stated, “In the Lower
alarming rate. However,
lot of drugs that are
Rio Grande Valley,
meth is rarely found in
not used here as
outreach workers
much,” Lopez
reported seeing an
the Valley.
explained. “Ecstasy,
increase of young
MDMA,
persons ages 16-21
amphetamines, and
injecting heroin. For
methamphetamines
several years there has
are not used as much like in other areas of
been an increase in cocaine use among
Texas.”
young people in this area. However, now
The use of methamphetamines
outreach workers are reporting increases in
throughout the state, as well as the nation,
heroin injection. This trend is happening in
has been increasing at an alarming rate.
the smaller Valley communities such as
However, meth is rarely found in the
Donna, Weslaco and Mercedes, as opposed
Valley.
to the larger Valley cities such as
“Laws in the U.S. are regulating the
McAllen.”
purchase of certain chemicals used to
The Valley’s location on the United
produce meth,” Morales explained.
States-Mexico border greatly affects the
“Because of that crackdown, it’s my
drug abuse tends.
understanding that now there are meth labs
“The many major metropolitan areas in
in Mexico. Meth is not at the level of the
the Valley have sister cities in Mexico,”
use of cocaine and heroin around the nation
explained David Morales, Texas/Mexico
yet, but it is rising.”
border coordinator for the Texas
The report stated that 42 percent of items
Commission of Alcohol and Drug Abuse.
analyzed in Hidalgo county by DPS
“McAllen and Edinburg have Reynosa,
laboratories in 2002 were
Brownsville has Matamoros and
methamphetamines or amphetamines. The
Harlingen has Progreso. These are all
largest percentages were found in Potter
related socially, politically, and historically.
County, 46.6 percent, Dallas County, 34.3
“What happens on one side of the border
percent and Lubbock County, 25 percent.
affects the other side. Drug trafficking is
The two drugs abused the most were
prominent on the border and the drugs leak
into the communities. Young people as well found to be marijuana, for which 37 percent
as adults are more at risk for illicit drug use of adults reported lifetime use, and alcohol,
for which 35 percent of adult clients
like cocaine, and there are enormous
admitted to publicly funded programs, had
amounts of overdoses on the border.”
a primary problem with alcohol.
The presence of drug trafficking in the
“It is a major challenge for us as people
Valley provides users with cheaper and
of the community to turn this around,”
more pure narcotics.
Morales said. “The drug situation appears
“The Valley is very different in the sense
to be getting worse faster than better. It’s
that there is a much larger influx of drugs
time for us to all come together for our
coming in through here,” Lopez stated.
children, our communities, and our future.
“This makes the drugs cheaper and the
A lot of people are already working
purity is a lot higher. Even just north of the
together. That’s where we are at this point,
Valley the purity rate falls and the prices
trying to make things better.”
rise.”
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
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SPORTS CLIPBOARD

Upcoming UTPA
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 10
Volleyball Alumni Game, 7 p.m.
Men’s tennis at Texas-San
Antonio Invitational
Saturday, Oct. 11
Men’s tennis at Texas-San
Antonio Invitational
Sunday, Oct. 12
Men’s tennis at Texas-San
Antonio Invitational
Volleyball at IPFW, 1 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 13
Men’s golf at Crown Classic
(Stephen F. Austion)
Tuesday, Oct. 14
Men’s golf at Crown Classic
(Stephen F. Austion)
Wednesday, Oct. 15
Volleyball at UTSA, 7 p.m.

UTPA Men's Flag
Football
Pool A
Stallions
Team DU
Second 2 None
Huevos Rancheros

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool B
The Bucs
Iron Maiden Again
Squirrels
Beavers

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool C
Meat Heads
Gamblers
Apollos
Nec.Roughness

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1

Pool D
Vipers
Metal Militia
Trojans
Damage Inc.

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1

Pool E
Xacutioners
Beta RHO
Phi Kaps
Mudd Dawgs

W
2
0
0
0

L
0
0
1
1

Monday, Oct. 6
Meat Heads 24, Gamblers 21
Vipers 55, Metal Militia 6
Beta RHO vs. Phi Kaps, not avail.
Wenesday, Oct. 8
Stallions 36, Second 2 None 0
Iron Maiden Again 33, Beavers 22
Apollos vs. Nec. Roughness, late
Monday, Oct. 13
Damage Inc. vs. Trojans, 7 p.m.
Mudd Dawgs vs. Beta RHO, 8
p.m.

UTPA Co-Rec Flag Football
Tournament
Teams
x-Vipers
Bucky's Brigade #1
Bucky's Brigade #3
Red Dragon
Bucky's Brigade #2
Biohazard
Bucky's Brig. #4
x-Champion

W
7
4
3
2
1
0
0

L
1
2
2
2
2
2
2

Championship
Vipers 46, Bucky’s Brigade #1 0

House.

Marcengo sets
record

Women’s golf
finish fourth

The UTPA volleyball
team swept Texas A&MInternational University
Tuesday 30-23, 30-26,
and 30-18 to win their
second straight match
and improve to 12-9 on
the season, while TAMIU
falls to 6-6 on the year.
Freshman libero Carol
Marcengo led the Lady
Broncs with 21 digs
against TAMIU.
On Saturday, Brazilian
native Marcengo notched
25 digs in Pan Am’s victory over Texas A&MCorpus Christi and broke
UTPA’s single-season dig
record of 380 set by Tara
Gallagher in 1993.
Marcengo has a season total of 402 digs, and
is the first UTPA volley
player to break the 400dig barrier.
The orange-and-green
will host the Lady Bronc
alumni team Friday at
7:30 p.m. at the Field

The UTPA women’s golf
team finished fourth
Tuesday at the 15-team
Battle of the Lake
Invitational held at the
Shangri-La Resort.
Pan Am finished with a
total of 917, one stroke
out of third place.
Southern Methodist
won the tournament with
a total 894.
Sophomore Nikki
Boychuk tied for seventh
place with a 54-hole total
of 225.
The Lady Broncs will
take on Sam Houston
State on Nov. 3.

Keating makes
splash
Junior Westly Keating
won the five-mile men’s
race at the TAMUCC
Splash and led the UTPA
men’s cross country team

2003 Women’s Soccer
World Cup

RESULTS AND SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Oct. 1
Xacutioners 36,Phi Kaps 8
Team DU 12, Huevos Ranch. 6
The Bucs 34, Squirrels 26
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Match
25
26
27
28

Date
Oct. 1
Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 2

Quarterfinals
U.S.A. 1, Norway 0
Sweden 2, Brazil 1
Germany vs. Russia,7:30 p.m.
China vs. Canada, 10:30 p.m.

Match
29
30

Date
Oct. 5
Oct. 5

Semifinals
Germany 3, U.S.A. 0
Sweden 2, Canada 1

Match
31

Date
Oct. 11

Third Place
U.S.A. vs. Canada, 2:30 p.m.

Match

Date

Final

32

Oct. 12

Germany vs. Sweden, Noon

NFL Week Six Schedule
Away
Carolina
Houston
Miami
Oakland
Tampa Bay
Chicago
Kansas City
N.Y. Giants
Philadelphia
Buffalo
Baltimore
Pittsburgh
San Francisco
Atlanta

Home
Indianapolis
Tennessee
Jacksonville
Cleveland
Washington
New Orleans
Green Bay
New England
Dallas
N.Y. Jets
Arizona
Denver
Seattle
St. Louis

Date
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 13

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m

Open date:
Cincinnati, Detroit, Minnesota, and San Diego

to a third-place finish in
the five-team event.
Houston won the men’s
race with 44 points.
In the women’s portion,
the Lady Broncs finished
fifth.
Rice won the women’s
three-mile race with 33
points.

NHL opens
87th season
The defending champion New Jersey Devils
tied the Boston Bruins 33 Wednesday in the
opening night of the
NHL’s 87th season.
In other opening night
games, Dallas defeated
Anaheim 4-1 and
Chicago edged past
Minnesota 1-0.
In Calgary, forward
Jarome Iginla became
the first black captain in
NHL history when the
Flames tabbed him to
wear the ‘C’. The Flames
face Vancouver tonight at
9:30 p.m.

Mexican Soccer League Table
Team
Tigres
U.N.A.M.
Necaxa
U.A.G.
Santos
Pachuca
América
Atlante
Puebla
Veracruz
Irapuato
Toluca
Monterrey
Morelia
Chiapas
Atlas
Guadalajara
Cruz Azul
Club San Luis
Querétaro
Group I
17 - Pachuca
16 - Puebla
14 - Toluca
14 - Monterrey
11 - Atlas

W-D-L
6-3-1
6-3-2
5-5-1
6-2-3
4-5-2
4-5-2
4-4-3
4-4-3
4-4-3
4-3-4
4-3-4
4-2-4
3-5-3
4-2-5
4-1-6
3-2-6
3-2-6
2-5-4
2-4-5
0-2-9

GF:GA
19:9
21:14
18:12
17:14
22:17
16:13
22:12
18:14
15:14
16:17
16:19
14:13
22:22
15:18
14:23
20:21
15:19
15:20
14:19
8:27

Group II
21 - U.N.A.M.
20 - U.A.G.
17 - Santos
16 - América
2 - Querétaro

PTS
21
21
20
20
17
17
16
16
16
15
15
14
14
14
13
11
11
11
10
2
Group III
21 - Tigres
14 - Morelia
13 - Chiapas
11 - Cruz Azul
10 - San Luis

Valley High School
Football
District 31-4A
Sharyland
PSJA High
Edinburg
Mission Vet.
PSJA Mem.
Mission
Roma

Record Overall
2-0
6-0
1-0
2-2
1-1
4-1
1-1
1-4
1-1
1-5
0-1
1-3
0-2
1-5

District 32-4A
Bro. Porter
Edcouch-Elsa
Los Fresnos
Mercedes
Harlingen S.
Weslaco East
Bro. López

Record Overall
2-0
5-0
2-0
3-2
1-1
3-2
1-1
2-2
0-1
1-4
0-1
1-4
0-2
0-5

District 31-5A
PSJA North
La Joya
Economedes
McAllen High
Edinburg North
Nikki Rowe
RGC
McAllen Mem.

Record Overall
2–0
5–0
2–0
4–1
2–0
3–1
2–0
3–1
0–2
2–2
0–2
2–2
0–2
1–3
0–2
0–5

District 32-5
San Benito
Harlingen
Bro. Hanna
Donna
Bro. Pace
Bro. Rivera
Weslaco

Record Overall
1-0
3-1
1-0
2-2
1-1
4-2
1-1
4-2
1-1
3-2
1-1
2-4
0-2
0-4

Week 6 Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 9
Non-District
Mercedes at Weslaco
Friday, Oct. 10
District 31-5A
Edinburg North at Nikki Rowe
PSJA North at Economedes
McAllen Memorial at Río Grande
City
District 32-5A
Brownsville Rivera at Donna
San Benito at Harlingen
District 31-4A
PSJA Memorial at Mission
Mission Memorial at Sharyland
PSJA at Roma
Open Date: Edinburg North
District 32-4A
Harlingen South at Brownsville
López
Brownsville Porter at Los Fresnos
Edcouch-Elsa at Weslaco East
District 32-3A
Río Hondo at Hidalgo
Progreso at La Feria
Por Isabel at Lyford
Open Date: Raymondville

Group IV
20 - Necaxa
16 - Atlante
15 - Veracruz
15 - Irapuato
11-Guadalajara

Week 11 results Oct. 4-5: Veracruz 3, Querétaro 0; Monterrey 2,
Pachuca 2; Cruz Azul 1, Tigres 1; San Luis 3, Santos 0; Atlas 2, Atlante
1; América 5, Chiapas 0; U.N.A.M. 3, Toluca 2; Puebla 1, Guadalajara 1;
Irapuato 1, Necaxa 3; U.A.G. 1, Morelia 0.
Week 12 schedule Oct. 11-12: Chiapas vs. Atlas; Tigres vs. Veracruz;
Morelia vs. Monterrey; Guadalajara vs. U.N.A.M.; Necaxa vs. Puebla;
Toluca vs. Cruz Azul; Atlante vs. San Luis; Pachuca vs. América;
Querétaro vs. U.A.G.; Santos vs. Irapuato.

District 32-2A
La Villa at Riviera
Santa Rosa at Odem
Non-District
Marine Academy at SA St.
Anthony
Santa María at Brownsville St.
Joseph
Saturday, Oct. 11
District 31-5A
La Joya at McAllen High
District 32-5A
Brownsville Pace at Brownsville
Hanna
All games are at 7:30 p.m.
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HESTEC

continued from page 1

39 Rio Grande Valley high schools participated
in the event where students build their own minisolar cars which are created with solar panels,
balsa wood and anything else they feel will
make their car run fastest.
The week will begin with Math and Science
Educator Day and feature speakers such as
actress Rita Moreno, Secretary of Education Rod
Paige and Oscar Gomez, vice president of the
Office of Diversity and Business Compliance for
Verizon Communications. The UTPA Scientific
Symposium will also occur Monday with
speakers from various colleges and businesses,
varying from Purdue University and the North
American Butterfly Association.
Tuesday is Math and Science Student
Exploration Day. Derek Parra, who set a world
record in his skating division and was an
Olympic Gold medalist, will be one of the guest
speakers. Dr. Adena Williams Loston, associate
administrator for education at NASA, will also
be speaking to students at UTPA, as well as
Edward Tsang Lu, NASA astronaut.
Wednesday marks the day students at the
university will meet with business
representatives if they choose to attend the
College Student Career Day. The Career Fair
will be open to university students throughout
South Texas.
“The Career Fair is going to benefit all the
students of UTPA,” Maldonado said.
“Companies need all different types of people to
run their business. Besides the engineering
aspect, students majoring in communication,
business or even education could make
connections with the representatives. After all,
businesses do need someone to do their
marketing for them.”
The fair will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
the Field House with participants from Bank of
America, Boeing, the CIA Lewis Center for
Educational Research, Princeton Review, Time
Warner and many more.
Wednesday night is the Sci-Tech Expo
Community Night, with exhibits open to the
public. The goal is to have the community learn
about new technology though entertainment,
tours and presentations. Special guest for the
night is wildlife expert Jeff Corwin, of “The Jeff
Corwin Experience.”
Accentuating this year’s HESTEC will be a
live downlink with the NASA Expedition 7 crew

EDUCATION

aboard the orbiting International Space Station.
The winner of an ongoing community contest
will be able to ask astronauts Yuri Malenchenko
and Ed Lu a question.
“That is one thing I am extremely looking
forward to,” Maldonado said. “To have an actual
astronaut speak to you from their shuttle is such
a once in a lifetime opportunity.”
Strong and active sponsorship has enabled the
university to bring a variety of speakers and
events for the week-long event. Along with the
City of Edinburg, companies such as Boeing,
Time Warner, NASA, and The Monitor are
contributing to HESTEC.
Leo E. Guerra, Valley Branch Manager of the
Coca-Cola Bottling Company, said his
company’s connection with HESTEC is
designed to benefit the university and the whole
community.
Guerra said that last year Coca-Cola had a
student internship program which brought more
South Texans into the company. He feels
HESTEC can bring a new prospective to college
students.
One event Guerra is looking forward to, is
seeing the keynote address on Monday's Math
and Science Educator Day, by Rita Moreno.
Along with Moreno, many other Latinas are
bringing their knowledge to the women of South
Texas. The last day of the HESTEC week will
feature women in science fields, including
representatives from Latinas in Science, Math ,
Engineering and Technology Day. (LISMET)
Christy Haubegger, founder of Latina
Magazine, will speak on, “Male Dominated
Roles,” and Helen Cavazos, president of M.H.
Cavazos and Associates, will hold a session
titled, “Woman on the Move.” A panel
discussion by IBM Executives will feature
different Latinas who’ll offer advice to young
women with their session, “Explorando
Opciones: A young Latina’s Guide to Success.”
Along with an invitation to the events, young
Latinas also are asked to bring their mothers,
says Maldonado. He believes the foundation for
the girls are set by their parents, and that they
will benefit from seeing what their daughters are
capable of accomplishing.
“Being from the Valley, I never would have
thought something like HESTEC could happen,”
Atkins said. “For our children to have this
opportunity is just amazing.”
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somewhere that the older you are, the more
money you have and the more likely you are
to become Republican. As Latinos begin to
make more money they start leaning to the
Republican party. As their circumstances
change they look at which party will benefit
their wallets.
“They think, ‘if I did it, why can’t you? I
want to be rewarded, I want my tax cuts. This
is good because you should examine each
party and question authority, but you can’t
forget where you came from,” she added.
The extent to which individuals have
assimilated also affects their political views
and opinions.
“Another factor is how long they’ve been
in the U.S. and how far North they live,”
Richardson explained. “The longer they’ve
been in the U.S. and the further away from
the Mexican border they live, the more
assimilated they tend to be.
“They begin losing their language and the
traditional Mexican culture. The more
assimilated they are, the more they tend to
vote like Anglos all over the spectrum. A
wealthy HIspanic who is well assimilated
will not vote any different from a wealthy
Anglo.” Republicans usually have not
received much of the Latino vote; Bush got a
third of it in 2002 and only nine percent of
the Black vote. Though because of changes
such as the growing population (There were
38 million Latinos in the United States as of
the 2000 census) and a rising educational
level, Republicans are trying to win the
Latino vote.
“We’re the majority minority and
Republicans know if we start voting in the
numbers we have in population, we can
make a major difference,” Guzman explained
“Bush is speaking Spanish and his nephew is
speaking Spanish to say, ‘hey we want you in
our party. We are going to deal with your
issues.’”
Democrats have historically had the
majority of the Latino vote and in some
people’s opinion have taken this support for
granted, while Republicans have also ignored
the needs of minorities.
“Nobody wants to be taken for granted, if
Democrats have been taking Latinos for
granted then they’re going to lose them,”
Richardson suggested. “Republicans usually
vote for extreme conservative, anti-Hispanic.

In California the Republicans have done
things against immigrants.”
Since Republicans have started targeting
Latino voters, Democrats have tried to reattract them as well. Latinos are now
receiving more attention from national
politicians than ever before.
“The attention that Latinos are getting
from politicians is a positive thing,”
Richardson expressed. “As Latinos become
more vocal, Republicans are going to have to
modify their views and Democrats are going
to have to stop taking them for granted.
Hispanics have more voting power and are
going to be taken more seriously.”
Although Calderon agrees good will come
out of the attention Latinos are receiving
politically, she also feels that it has some
drawbacks.
“It’s good and it’s bad,” she noted. “They
are going to be paying attention to issues that
affect Hispanics, but at the same time it’s
frustrating to only be noticed now. Also,
Hispanics are citizens just like everyone else,
so don’t treat us differently.”
Although Latinos are enjoying what they
see as long-overdue attention, in order to
keep it they are going to have to utilize their
voting power.
“They’ll notice as long as we [Hispanics]
have a good voter turnout,” Calderon added.
“If not then they’re going to feel like they are
wasting their time and not going to cater
toward us. Especially here at UT-Pan
American, the most important thing is voting.
Otherwise being Latino and the attention
we’re getting is not going to be worth
anything, we’ll just be ignored again.”
Latino voter turnout per capita is usually
lowest among all ethnic groups. Along with
voting, becoming educated is important for
Hispanics in order to keep the attention of
politicians and have their voices heard.
“People need to become more involved
and aware of politics at the local and national
level,” Guzman expressed. “There’s
organizations like LULAC, MALDEFF and
the Hispanic Congress Caucus working for
Latino issues, but people don’t know. The
more educated and aware you become, the
more power you have at the polls whether
you vote Democratic or Republican. We are
the majority minority and our vote is our
voice.”

continued from page 1

receive some sort of financial aid.
A concern for UTPA, as well as at
TAMUK, is expanded research. Nevarez
said UTPA is trying to develop institutional
research of regional significance. Four
areas for research emphasis will be
bilingualism, biomedical science and
engineering, border life and international
relations, and the subtropical environment
and ecology.
"UT-Pan American is well-positioned to
serve the South Texas region as a regional
research university," he said.
TAMUK, according to Juarez, is unable
to start new doctoral programs due to lack
of funding. Funding, he said, has always
been an issue and one of the greatest
challenges they face.
"We can develop meaningful research
projects," he said. "What we cannot do is
fund these new programs without some
type of start-up funding."
The start-up cost he referred to is in the
range of $3 million to $5 million over a
four-year period. In order to start a
program, Texas’ method is have the
institution provide funding on its own for
the first two years before the state will
chime in.
Testimonies offered also asked that the
number of $4,000 Pell Grants given to

students be increased for low-income
families. Garcia asked how that could be
enough when other aspects of a student’s
life such as child-care and transportation
were not averaged into that total.
De la Garza, a senior in the physical
assistant studies program and a migrant
worker, expressed her concerns for funding
on programs such as the College Assistance
Migrant Program, which supports migrant
workers such as herself.
"It’s sad because students who have such
potential to be successful in our society are
discouraged because they don’t have the
money for college," she said. "I hope you
will support legislation like the Dream Act,
which gives hardworking students the
opportunity to continue their education."
Hinojosa told both panels the hearing
was a chance to get issues they were
concerned about on public record. The push
for research grants and financial aid
increases was the main topic of interest for
panel members.
"Small investments result in a multiplier
effect for the expansion of our programs, a
multiplier effect for the economic
development of our region, and more
important, a multiplier effect for the
improvement of the quality of life of South
Texas," Juarez concluded.

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

INGATHERING— Indian food and films were enjoyed Monday by dozens of
students in front of the Health Science buildings.
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Ethridge in loop for
jail project’s study
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
University of Texas Pan American
associate professor of criminal justice,
Dr. Philip Ethridge has been hired to
conduct a study on the need for the new
facility housing the Hidalgo County
Juvenile Detention Center.
The current Juvenile Center is
overcrowded and construction for a new
facility is being planned on North Dolittle
Road. Construction of the new facility is
expected to begin within a year, if funds
for the facility can be found.
“I’ve been hired by Hidalgo County to
make a study for the needs of the future
facility, and to find out how big it needs
to be,” said Ethridge, who has worked
with the Sheriff department on different
projects since 1997. “We’ve been looking
at this for five or six years, so it’s not a
new issue. However, we are looking at a
total of $10 million for the facility and
the County is concerned with where the
money is going to come from.”
The Juvenile Center currently has room
for 28 detainees from the ages of 10-17.
Juveniles are admitted for delinquent
behavior which includes felony offenses,
class A and B misdemeanors, and
violations of valid court orders.
In the 2001 annual report, the latest
available, 1,750 referrals were made to
the Juvenile Center. Only 612 of those
youths referred were detained in the
facility. This overcrowding has caused
several youths to be held without a room
or bed.
“It’s pretty bad,” Ethridge expressed. “I
walked in there one time and they had
two females sitting on the couch, there
was no room for them anywhere else.
Having them sitting on a couch watching
television is not going to teach them
anything.”
332nd state District Judge Mario
Ramirez told The Monitor on Sunday that
the overcrowding causes inadequate
sleeping arrangements for the youths.
“The juvenile detention center is
always full,” he said. “There are kids
sleeping on the floor, and some doubled
up where they are not supposed to be
doubled up. I guarantee you, if we had a
100-bed facility, we’d have pretty close
to 100 kids held.”
Ethridge explained that the lack of
room in the Juvenile Center causes
several problems. The
overcrowding affects the amount of
time that juveniles are sentenced to stay
at the center. In 2001, youths detained
had an average stay of 15 days per
admission.
“There is not enough room for
everyone, so not everyone that should be
detained is,” he explained.
“Overcrowding also affects the time that
juveniles that are detained spend locked
up. If they have someone who has
committed a more serious offense, they
have to let others out to make room.”
“The thing is that the kids know that
the Juvenile Center is full,” he added.
“Like the saying goes, ‘who knows better
that the jail is full than the crooks.’
Judges don’t have anywhere to put them.
They’re frustrated.”

Dr. Philip Ethridge
Ramirez expressed his concerns about
the effects that the overcrowding is
having on the youths and on the
community.
“We district judges know that the only
solution is to address juvenile crime
before those kids become hardcore
criminals,” he said. “But you don’t really
address it if you have a kid committing
petty offense and burglaries over and
over again, and we’re not able to hold
them.”
“We have to face the public because
we’re responsible for juvenile crime, and
it’s hard to face the public when we can’t
hold them because we don’t have the
space.”
The need for a new facility has been
established, however Ethridge is working
on figuring out how big of a facility is
needed.
“I’m looking at the arrest rate, crime
rate, growth in population, growth in
police departments, and growth in
elementary schools,” said Ethridge, who
also conducted the study for the new jail.
“I also have to look into what other jail
services are needed according to state
laws, like a kitchen, medical services, and
other things.”
Currently the County is looking into
building a 96-bed facility, but Ethridge
anticipates that a
bigger facility will be needed for the
future so the Juvenile Center does not
find itself in its current situation again.
“Originally we were looking at a 96bed facility, but I’m looking into
doubling the number to 192,” he
explained. “I’m making a prediction for
not just now, but for 10 years from now
and further down. We need to plan ahead.
My concern is that future needs are met.”
The studies that Ethridge, who has been
with UTPA since 1988, conducts also
help him in the classroom. He uses his
findings as part of class lectures.
“I use the information in my classes,”
he said. “This helps me bring my
fieldwork into the classroom, and helps
the students have a better understanding
of what is going on.”
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Graduate assistants are
in increasing demand
By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
The Center for Applied Research in
Education (CARE) is seeking
professional and dependable graduate
students for research assistant positions.
As the department continues to grow
in research, CARE needs more assistants
for help.
Karen Watt, director of CARE, said,
“As faculty members become more
engaged in research, more assistance is
needed to get the research completed.”
Ersan Alkan, a graduate student at the
university, works as a research assistant
for CARE and really enjoys his time
there.
“I’ve been glad to be working here for
a year and five months now, people are
great to me and the facilities are good.”
Alkan said.
As a graduate assistant, students get to
do various types of research on
education.
“I am currently working on a research
project where I collect data on the
enrollment of middle and high school
students involved in the AVID Programs

all around Texas.”
Assistants also do things such as
literature reviews, inputting and
analyzing data and co-authoring
manuscripts. A computer lab is also
available to aid in research.
“CARE has a computer lab utilized by
faculty and graduate students for both
qualitative and quantitative data
analysis,” said Watt.
In past, research assistants have
teamed up with faculty of the College of
Education and other graduate students to
produce program evaluations, special
projects and scholarly publications.
Those interested in joining CARE
must be graduate students, have a
minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.8 and
be available 20 hours per week.
Applicants must have knowledge on
computer programs such as SPSS, Power
Point, Word and Excel.
If interested in applying for the
position of research assistant, contact
Dr. Karen M. Watt or Sylvianora Garcia
at The Center for Applied Research in
Education Office, (956) 381-3437, or
access the website at
www.care.panam.edu for more
information.

Linda Flores /The Pan American

PATIENCE— One of the university’s population of cats waits under a bush to avoid
the rain near the Communication Arts and Sciences Building, Tuesday.
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Internet scams on the rise, say campus police
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Sometimes e-mail messages aren’t what they
appear to be.
Recently faculty, staff, and students have been
the target of e-mail shenanigans on University of
Texas-Pan American e-mail accounts.
“We’ve received numerous reports about email scams being received on panam.edu e-mail
addresses,” said Investigator Sgt. James Loya of
the UTPA Police Department.
There are three main attempted frauds making
their rounds lately. The first is the Nigerian 419
scam, which is worldwide and has run since the
early 1980s under Successive Governments of
Nigeria
According to The 419 Coalition, web site
targets are selected from printed or online
employee directories, personals ads, e-mail
marketing companies, company web sites or
chat rooms. These targets receive an unsolicited
fax, e-mail, or letter concerning Nigeria or
another African nation. They usually contain
either a money laundering or other illegal
proposal, sometimes even a legal legitimate
business proposal by normal means.
The site states, “the variations of Advance Fee
Fraud (419) are very creative and virtually
endless.” Most fraudulent business proposals fall
into seven main categories: disbursement of
money form wills, contract fraud (C.O.D. of
goods or services), purchase of real estate,
conversion of hard currency, transfer of funds
from over invoiced contracts and sale of crude
oil at below market prices.
When a person agrees to the business deal,
the scammer asks for personal information such
as bank account numbers, a passport copy,
company letterheads, etc, claiming to need this
information to close the deal.
At some point the scammer asks for money to
pay for fees such as transfer tax, performance

bonds, or an advance fee. They may claim there
are “complications” threatening the deal, which
requires more money. The scammer takes as
much money from a victim until the victim quits
or runs out of money.
“The scams are extremely similar, and for the
most part obvious,” said UTPA Information
Security Officer Graham Toal. “The scammers
are really stupid, but still many become their
victims.”
Once someone becomes a victim of a 419
scam, it’s hard to regain their loss. Most funds
are not recovered, however, there are simple
steps that can be taken to avoid becoming a
scammer’s victim.
“As long as you don’t respond, you will not
become a victim,” said Loya. “If anyone does
receive one of these they should forward it to
crimeline@panam.edu, and we will take care of
reporting it to the proper authorities.”
The U.S. Secret Service has been the primary
U.S. law enforcement agency dealing with 419
scams. Though efforts in finding the scammers
are being made, the only effective methods
available are prevention and education.
Two other rackets here at UTPA involve emails claiming to be from Citi bank and Ebay.
The messages have links asking for account
numbers, usernames, and passwords, scammers
then obtain this information and access victims’
accounts.
“The websites are very realistic, they seem
genuine,” Toal explained. “They are never
legitimate. Companies don’t send e-mails asking
for usernames. Follow these simple rules, don’t
ever give passwords, always type in the URL
yourself and never click on attachments. Be
skeptical about everything.”
The university is planning on implementing a
spam-guard in the system, but there have been
delays due to the high cost of commercial spamguards. Plus the move from the current mail
severs to a new mail system. The Oracle

What to do if you receive a
Nigerian Scam/419 letter
DO NOT RESPOND TO THE 419 SOLICITATION
Notify your National Law Enforcement Agency
and your nation’s Foreign Office.
File a complaint with the Nigerian Embassy or
High Commission in your nation.
File a complaint via email with the Central Bank of
Nigeria info@efccnigeria.org
For loss cases only, you may file a complaint with
the Nigerian Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC).
If the contact from the 419ers was via email, write
their email provider at their “abuse” address
(abuse@yahoo.com, abuse@onebox.com, etc.)
and include the 419er message; and ask that
the account be shut down.
Source: home.rica.net/alphae/419coal

collaboration suite has been slow.
“We’ve been looking for a spam-guard that is
affordable and accurate for some time now,”
Toal said. “We’ve found a Bayesian filter that
we are looking into. It becomes 99.5 percent
accurate after time. It looks promising, but we
have to wait until we have moved to our new
mail sever.”
For e-mail users wanting an individual filter,
Toal suggests downloading a Bayesian filter for
Windows on their own from,
http://spambayes.sourceforge.net/windows.html.
Spam-guards are to filter out spam mail,
which comprises nearly 90 percent of mail, Toal
feels that once the center filter is in place it will
help stop some scam e-mails as well.

“It [the spam-guard] won’t target the scams
specifically, but it will help,” he explained.
“Spam-filters are for everything you don’t want,
and the filter frequently recognizes these. They
are all alike.”
For more information on the 419 scam log on
to: www.secretservice.gov/alert419.shtml,
home.rica.net/alphae/419coal/,
freemaninstitute.com/419anatomy.html, or
www.scamorama.com. For information on the
Ebay scam log on to:
pages.ebay.com/help/index_popup.html?confide
nce=spoof-email.html, and for the Citibank
scam log on to:
www.citi.com/domain/spoof/report_abuse.html.
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“I gained valuable knowledge and
experience,” said Rivera. “I have grown
mentally and personally, and thus my outlook
has been broadened. I have also gained a better
understanding of the business world.”
Similar to Rivera’s work experience, intern’s
assignments range from completing and
analyzing research, writing speeches, conducting
audits, performing land surveys, creating web
pages, conducting community health surveys
and developing outreach strategies for underserved populations, according the Pena-Herrera.
Pena-Herrera also commented on how past
interns have enhanced their professional skills
through placements in departments of public
affairs, accounting, financial services, human
resources hospitality and information
technology, as well as laboratories, hospitals,
airports, national forests and parks.
“HNIP is not only a professional development
opportunity. You will learn a lot about yourself
as you interact with students who come from all
over the United States. That in itself is a
learning experience,” said Pena-Herrera.
According to Pena-Herrera, 97 percent of
summer 2003 supervisors indicated they would
hire their intern permanently if given the chance.
“There are so many opportunities available to
students today. Many agencies and corporations
want to bring interns to train them for positions
that are opening up by the aging workforce,”
said Pena-Herrera. “It's just a matter of looking
beyond where you are and putting yourself out
there.”
There are four requirements to participate in
an internship with HNIP. Students must have a
minimum 3.0 GPA (on a 4.0 scale), be enrolled
in an undergraduate or graduate degree program,
complete their freshman year of college before
the internship begins and be a U.S citizen or
permanent resident.
According to Cantu, the opportunities
available make the effort well worth the work.
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President’s party will be his last
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
UTPA president Dr. Miguel Nevarez is honoring The
University of Texas-Pan American’s new faculty and
staff with a reception Sunday, Oct. 12.
The event will take place at the Nevarez home in an
effort to get faculty and staff members from different
departments to meet and interact socially.
“It is a way of welcoming our newest colleagues,”
said Nevarez. “It so often happens that professors tend
to socialize only with the people in their own
departments, so this is an opportunity to meet the rest of
the faculty.”
Due to the way the campus is designed, many
professors do not meet colleagues from different
departments.
Dr. Javier Macossay-Torres, assistant professor in the
chemistry department, sees the event as a great
opportunity to meet fellow professors. A Mexico native,
Macossay-Torres joined UTPA’s faculty this fall and
says, “I just came from another university in Monterrey
[Nuevo Leon],” he said. “So far the experience of
working here has been great, but I haven’t gotten a
chance to meet many people.”
According to Nevarez about 300 guests are expected
to attend. The occasion, he says, is a casual one; no
speeches or formal ceremonies take place.
“It’s really just a gathering of people talking and
getting to know each other,” he explained. “We always
encourage everyone who attends to walk around and
talk to as many people as they can.”
Despite being a tradition that dates back several
years, this year’s reception holds special meaning for
Nevarez since he announced his resignation as president
of the university; this will be the last time he hosts the
event.
“This is an event that started even before I was
president,” he said. “I just carried on the tradition, and
being that this is my last year [as president] it makes it
more meaningful.”

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American

PARTY CENTRAL— President Miguel A. Nevarez will welcome UTPA new faculty to
his yearly get-together Sunday night. His residence on Sugar Road is noted for its lush
scenery and spacious confines. This is the last year Nevarez will hold the welcome
party because he is stepping down in 2004.

arts & entertainment

October 9, 2003

KISS, Aerosmith concert a
rocker’s dream come true
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The city: Selma, Tx. The concert: Kiss and
Aerosmith. A rock ‘n roll lover’s dream come true.
On Saturday Oct. 4 the Verizon Wireless
Amphitheater made way for the Aeroforce and Kiss
Army. Two legends of rock ‘n roll illuminated the
stage for a crowd of about 20,000 people of all ages.
Some thought this (concert) couldn’t be done, but
on Saturday Selma made it happen. This is the first
tour since the ‘70s where Kiss and Aerosmith
performed together. Back then Kiss opened for
Aerosmith.
In those days Aerosmith did not know what kind
of a show Kiss put on and they were caught by
surprise. This time around Aerosmith was ready for
Kiss’ pyrotechnic stage show as well as their makeup and Gene Simmons’ trademark of fake blood
dripping from his tongue.
The opening act for this show was Saliva. Fifteen
minutes after Saliva’s performance Kiss exploded
into the Verizon Wireless amphitheater wearing
their usual platform boots and spandex tights. The
stage featured colorful explosions, a sign in white
lights that spelled out KISS, and of course bursts of
flame whose heat could be felt on the faces of the
audience.
Kiss’ performance, like always, caught
everyone’s attention. Throughout a 90-minute show
people could be seen wearing Kiss shirts and
singing along with the band. The band performed
some of their well-known tunes such as "Shout It
Out Loud," "Detroit Rock City," "Beth,” and "Rock
and Roll All Nite," among others.
Even though Kiss is known for its hardcore side,
the members do have a soft side. While performing
their soft ballad, "Beth," drummer Peter Criss
walked across the stage handing out red roses while
the flames of lighters could be seen all across the
amphitheater.
There are those who are still mesmerized by
Kiss’ performance. Hector Casas, senior

BOOKS

biology/Pre-Med major at St. Mary’s University,
still feels the excitement of the concert.
"The concert was exhilarating, it was a rush of
adrenaline that made me lose my voice and hearing
for the next two days," said Casas. "Their
performance [Kiss] left you speechless, just seeing
them on different levels of the stage was cool."
Kiss closed the show with "Rock and Roll All
Nite," a rock anthem that had everybody singing.
Of course they couldn’t close the show without
guitarist Paul Stanley smashing his guitar on stage,
whereupon the crowd went wild.
After that explosive performance by Kiss,
Aerosmith, headlining the concert, had to also give
an unforgettable performance. The band featured
the familiar chemistry between guitarist Joe Perry
and lead vocalist Steven Tyler. Their show was also
very powerful, but less on the pyrotechnic side.
Aerosmith mainly focused on singing its songs.
The set list for the night consisted of some new
material as well as some of the old favorites. Some
of the songs they played were "Walk This Way,”
"Pink," "Jaded," "Love in an Elevator," and "Dream
On." As always the songs were performed with the
unmistakable voice of Steven Tyler. Even though
their show wasn’t full of explosions they caught the
attention of all of their fans. People young and old
were singing along, as young and not-so-young
finally found that they had something in common.
Like Kiss, Aerosmith performed for about an
hour and a half. Tyler spent most of his time
performing on the catwalk that was set up for the
concert. He couldn’t let the fans leave without him
doing something fun and crazy, so during his
performance he swung from a colorful rope over the
crowd.
At the end of the concert the fans were showered
with confetti falling from the sky shaped like the
Aerosmith logo. At the end of the concert the band
had the audience going crazy as they were
showered with confetti. It was a colorful display of
the young and old enjoying themselves together in
one place.
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so – a nervous habit – his mother thought he
was joking. She did not realize he was telling
the truth.
“I didn’t insist because I could see she
wasn’t taking it very well, even when she
thought it was another one of my jokes,” he
explained. “I could see the disappointment in
her face.”
As a gay young man currently dating a girl,
Eric has experienced the acceptance of his
family and co-workers like never before.
“It’s not that they didn’t accept me before
because most of them don’t know I’m gay and
don’t even suspect,” he said. “But just seeing
me with a girls lets them know I’m like them
and it’s like suddenly getting a membership to
the greatest club there is.”
Indeed, society or “the greatest club” has
suddenly opened its doors for him. He says he
now has more friends, gets invited to more
parties and more trips, and now even his
relatives include him in family reunions and
conversations.
“It’s like suddenly my own uncles and
cousins realized that I exist. Now we have
something in common we can talk about:
girls,” he said. “I’m sure that I’m gay, I’m not
bi. But I still have considered marrying my
girlfriend because I had never felt this
accepted.”
Still, there is another part of him that wishes
he could reveal his true personality to his
parents for he admits that pretending to be
someone else has brought them apart.
“Sometimes I just get tired of not being able
to be myself around the people I care about,”
he said. “[I get tired] of not being able to tell
them that I met someone who is just great and
that I’m in love with this amazing person who
just happens to be a guy, like me, and that
there’s nothing wrong with it.”
Even with the newborn craze for gay
celebrities and characters recently in
entertainment media many homosexuals feel
there is still a lot of prejudice against them. In
an interview published in The Bear Facts, a
high school newspaper in Alief, Texas,
Shepard’s close friend and gay activist

Romaine Patterson asserted that “while gay
and lesbian people are becoming much more
visible in the country … you will always find
people out there looking for an excuse to be
violent.”
“There’s a lot to be learned on so many
levels,” she continued. “The first thing we
need to learn is a little more human respect for
another.”
Patterson hopes some of the key lessons
learned from the Laramie tragedy are with
parents and children. She believes parents and
children need to discuss the issue of hatred.
“Hate unfortunately runs rampant through
our world today,” she said. “This hatred is like
a cancer and it spreads. But we have the ability
to stop it.”
Her idea of surrounding a group of anti-gay
protesters during Shepard’s murderers’ trials
epitomized the message of love she constantly
encourages everyone to spread. Rev. Fred
Phelps of Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka,
Kan., and his group had initiated a protest at
Shepard’s memorial service. When Patterson
realized they would do the same at the
courthouse, she organized a group of friends
and community members to dress as angels
with relatively big wings to surround the
protesting group and keep them out of sight
from Judy and Dennis Shepard, Matthew’s
parents.
The plan succeeded. Because he was kept
from seeing what was happening, he did not
say anything. Patterson described the
experience as “the most peaceful [and]
serene.”
“In a weird way, we were using the imagery
he used to spread his hatred to show just the
opposite,” she said. “It’s a good, loving
response to so much hatred.”
Mark Guerra too, hopes Valley residents are
willing to take part in spreading this message.
Collection baskets in benefit of the Matthew
Shepard Foundation will be set in the lobby
during intermission. The goal of the foundation
is to educate and promote acceptance by
supporting different organizations and diversity
programs in education.
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was exposed to children.
One of the best examples is the
recent Harry Potter phenomenon. The
outcry from some factions of English
and U.S. cultures was that the books
promoted the black arts and served
Satan. They wanted it banned.
However, when many of the critics
were interviewed about their demands
to have the books banned, each
admitted that they had not read any of
the Potter books.
“I guess the best way to sum up is
to say that setting up systems to ban a
few are systems that can ban
everything,” Sturges said. “So the
best way to protect the most is to
adopt a system that protects it all,
even if some of the all are suspect.”
LIFE IMPACT
Sturges said that with the required
reading in school programs, he does
not not remember anything he was
required to read as literature in any
educational course that had a
profound effect on his life, but did
give him information that he might
have not had access to, except
through literature.
“Many did create in me a better
understanding of human conditions
and historical contexts for much of
what has occurred in the development

of western civilization,” Sturges said.
“This, I believe, helps me to
understand and respond to my
environment better.”
Gunn recommends that all students
read on a regular basis outside of their
required school work for if no other
reason, to expand views and
experiences.
“I would tell students to read in a
wide variety of subjects and styles to
broaden your perspective on life,”
Gunn said. ”Along the way you will
pick up a lot of knowledge and skills
needed to be a success in life.”
The book that changed Gunn
perspective was “Zen and the Art of
Motorcycle Maintenance,” a book he
read while doing field research in
western Canada in the summer of
1982.
“The book made me look at things
from a different perspective and think
outside of the norms,” Gunn said.
”What is normal and why is it so
designated? Why do we believe in
this concept of normal and how does
it cloud out views of other and their
actions? I became a lot less
judgmental of people as a result of
this book and I found that everyone
has something to offer in terms of
knowledge or experiences.”
In Sturges’ courses he observes that
when the class attempts to use

analogies from classic readings that
students should have been exposed to
in high school or literature courses,
only a few have any idea where the
analogy comes from and what it
means.
“Students, in general, do not read
enough and do not read broadly
enough,” Sturges said. “Most have
not been exposed to the books, or if
they have, they have no retained
memory of anything about the books’
contents.”
With the increasing rate of other
sources of information, such as the
Internet, radio and television, there
has been a trend of people straying
away from hard reading.
That could be a reason why there
are many people who still lack basic
reading skills. In fact, of the 158
countries in the United Nations, the
United States ranks only 49th in
literacy. Approximately 120 million
adults are illiterate or read at a fifthgrade level; 60 percent of the adult
population has never read a book of
any kind; and only 6 percent reads as
much as one book a year.
Gunn however, thinks that there are
more benefits of reading a book rather
than watching a remake of the movie.
“You can go places and do things
beyond your physical means, but not
beyond your imagination,” Gunn

said. ”I find reading more
challenging than going to the movies
since you have to imagine the
characters and the story line. The
story can become what ever you
choose to make of it.”
Some people are actually so
intrigued by what a book speaks of,
they change their ideas of what they
want to pursue in life. Dr. Zen
Faulkes, assistant professor of
biology, said that reading a book by
Patricia Churchland made him change
his field of study.
“The book is about neurosystems,
and that totally interested me and led
me astray into neurobiology,” Faulkes
said. “I suppose I can credit the book
since it changed my perspective, but
my professor also explained it so well
it doubled my interest. I’m not sure if
it was indirectly or directly but was a
mixture of both.”
Although the book is not the sort to
recommend to others, Faulkes still
reads Churchland’s works and feels
he could somehow include updated
information of the author’s work into
a lecture.
“It isn’t like ‘The Hitchhikers
Guide to the Galaxy,” Faulkes said. “I
wouldn’t tell someone, ‘You have to
read this book,’ but it did interest me,
I learned from it, and it’s had an effect
on my life choices.”

Sturges also feels that when
individuals read a variety of books it
strengthens their mind and opens up
opportunities to gain knowledge they
otherwise wouldn’t get.
“My 17-year-old daughter has a
library of more than 700 books in her
room,” he said. “Although some
books count among her favorites and
may provide considerable influence
on thinking, the real situation is that
the breadth of the reading has
provided her with a rich, robust way
of thinking combined with a
tremendously effective and versatile
vocabulary.”
The books Sturges said he has
appreciated the most, but can’t say
affected his life in any particular way
include, include “Lord of the Rings,”
“Dune,” the Harry Potter series,
“Hank the Cowdog,” and “The Little
Engine That Could,” not necessarily
in that order.
Gunn said that he thinks that
reading has a tremendous impact on
an individual who reads and thinks
about the subject rather than just
being blindly led through a story.
“One of my favorite quotes is ‘The
real purpose of books is to trap the
mind into thinking for itself,’ he said.
“As the premed adviser I can think of
no one skill that is more important to
a student in any area.”
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Around
Town
Theater production
Oct. 9-11 at 7 p.m. and Oct.
12 at 2 p.m.
Place: McAllen Memorial
High School Auditorium, 101
E. Hackberry
Event: Students will perform
‘Black Comedy’ by Peter
Shaffer. “A delightful
comedy sure to shed some
light on a dark situation.”
Price: $5 for students and
seniors, $6 for adults.
Phone: (956) 632-5255
‘A Flea in Her Ear’
Oct. 15-18 at 8 p.m., Oct.
19 at 2 p.m.
Place: University Theater
Event: The UTPA theater
department presents its first
production of the year with
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea
in Her Ear.’
Price: $10 for reserved
seats, $5 general admission
and $3 for non-UTPA
students and faculty. UTPA
students and faculty receive
two free admissions with a
valid ID. No children under
the third grade allowed.
Phone: (956) 381-3581
Latin Jazz Festival
Oct. 16-18
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium
Event: The 7th Annual Latin
Jazz Festival will feature the
Semeneya Dance Company
from San Antonio, Ritmo
Caribe from Corpus Christi,
dance showcases and an
amateur dance contest with
more than $1,000 in prizes.
The Latin Jazz Festival was
inaugurated in 1997 by the
late Tito Puente.
Price: $15
Phone: (956) 460-1711
Street Market
Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Place: Downtown McAllen
on 17th Street between
Austin and Erie Avenues
Event: The Fifth Annual
McAllen Street Market will
include a variety of food,
entertainment and booths
for the entire family.
Price: Admission is free.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

■ Club Fuego . . . . . . . 8
■ Movie review . . . . . . 9
■ Concert . . . . . . . . . 10

‘The Laramie Project’

Play nearing
Production focuses on tolerance, completion,
attitudes toward homosexuality opening soon
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

UTPA junior Mark Guerra hopes
to reach hearts, souls and consciences
with his production of The Laramie
Project, by Moisés Kaufman and the
Members of Tectonic Theatre Project.
The Laramie Project relates the
events that succeeded the death of
Matthew Wayne Shepard, a 21-yearold University of Wyoming student
who was murdered in an anti-gay
hate crime on Oct. 6, 1998.
Scenes from the trials of Shepard’s
murderers are included in the play yet
its focus relies for the most part in the
effects that the crime had on Laramie,
Wyoming, where the crime took
place. For this purpose, five members
of New York City’s Tectonic Theater
Project interviewed more than 80
residents. In the show, some of their
accounts are presented on stage by a
cast of eight actors.
The show, which will be presented
at The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Studio Theater Nov. 1517, features eight actors each playing
at least eight or nine characters. More
than telling a single story the play is a
series of monologues and, as Guerra
explained, it is about more than just
prejudice against homosexuality.
“I’m trying to get people to be
aware that [The Laramie Project] is

more about tolerance,” he said.
“Some people hate gays, blacks, or
Hispanics even down here.”
Homophobia – as the condition of
fearing or hating homosexuals is
known – was one of the topics of a
study conducted by UTPA
psychology professor Dr. Russell
Eisenman and Charles Negy of The
University of Central Florida.
The preliminary results of the
study, which analyzes college
students’ attitudes toward
homosexuality, were recently
presented at the Southeastern
Psychological Association
convention. The subjects for this
study included both UTPA and UCF
students. Eisenman explained the
purpose of the study was to compare
Hispanic and non-Hispanic college
students’ views on homosexuality.
Among the findings is an insight to
some of the causes for prejudice
against homosexuals. As Eisenman,
along with Negy, has found out, “the
more religious a person is or the
more acculturated a person is to
American society, the more
prejudiced they are against
homosexuals.”
Another way to look at it would be
to say that there is more tolerance
toward homosexuality at UTPA than
there is at UCF. This came as a
surprise to Eisenman, who had

assumed Mexicans, being from a
more traditional culture than their
American neighbors, would hold
more prejudices.
Indeed, David, a UTPA freshman –
last name withheld at his request –
admits to being surprised at the
acceptance of his friends when he
revealed he was gay.
“When I decided to come out, as
people call it, I was afraid,” he said.
“I thought my friends would reject
me, but I was wrong. They were
really nice to me. They are really
good friends.”
Unfortunately, he did not get the
same acceptance from his parents.
The 18-year-old had planned to come
out to his family when he was a
freshman in high school and had just
started his first relationship with a
young man. He realized doing so
would be a mistake when he heard
his parents make derogatory
comments about homosexuals.
“That brought me down,” he said.
“All my illusions of being accepted
and loved by my family no matter
what were crushed.”
UTPA senior Eric had a similar
experience. He confessed his
homosexuality last year to his already
suspicious mother. However, because
of his constant grinning while he did

See LARAMIE page 10

Book Notes:
Reading more valuable when threatened
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
When a college student finally has a free weekend,
away from classes, the demands of a job, or even the
stress that comes with club meetings, they don’t jump
into their car with relief yelling, “Finally, I can finish
reading that book!”
With advancements in technology there doesn’t seem
to be a desire for the written word for the majority of
people, unless it’s on the verge of being taken away
from you, that is.
Last month South Texas Science Academy students
felt the pangs of censorship when parents felt novels
such as “Brave New World” by Aldous Huxley, and
Robert Heinlein' s “Stranger of a Strange Land” were
inappropriate for the school’s 10th-grade Advance
Placement course.
The school board’s voted to keep the novels in the
class, but to give parents slight control over their
student’s choices by requiring principals to automatically
offer an alternative to a challenged book.
Dr. Scott Gunn of the UTPA Biology Department
said he liked the way Science Academy handled the
situation with the reading list being the ultimate
responsibility of the parents overseeing what their

children read.
“If the parents do not wish to have their child read
specific books,” Gunn said, “then there should be
alternate selections that will meet the requirements of the
course and fit the parents idea of appropriate material.”
Dr. David Sturges of the English Department says that
it is a fact that what is acceptable to one person is
probably unacceptable to someone else. For the books
that end up on reading lists, especially for advanced
study, a lot of people have evaluated during a lot of
years to determine that a particular book is a “classic”
that justifies study.
“Everyone has a frame of reference comprising their
interpretations and beliefs regarding the symbols
experienced during life,” Sturges said. “So no matter
what the book, movie, TV show, or behavior is, part of
the population will perceive it as OK while another part
sees it as degradation or blasphemy.”
Examples include when the Germans during World
War II found a solution to their controversial books by
burning them in ceremonies as the Reich grew in power.
In Texas, factions of fundamental religions have sought
to control the content of books for school children to
ensure that nothing that conflicted with religious beliefs

See BOOKS page 10

By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

Timing is everything with the
University of Texas Pan
American’s fall production of
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea in Her
Ear’.
This season’s show runs in the
Jeffers theatre Oct. 15 through 18
at 8 p.m. with a matinee on Oct.
19 at 2 p.m. The play is classified
as a farce, which is a satirical
comedy that relies on prompt
timing from the cast and crew.
The show is about a woman
who mistakenly believes her
husband—Victor Emmanuel
Chandebise, played by Mark C.
Guerra—is cheating on her. She
concocts a plan to prove his
infidelity, but her plan backfires
resulting in utter chaos.
As director Eric Wiley hoped,
the cast is learning about
comedic timing, and working
together through their work on
this play.
"I want the actors to gain a
greater understanding of the
importance of cooperating," said
Wiley, assistant professor of
theatre.
Guerra who is a theater
performance major agrees, "It’s
about everybody working
together. It has to be like a well
oiled machine to run smoothly."
In addition to the leading role,
Guerra plays the role of Poche, a
butler, who is the exact double of
Chandebise. Hernan Cortez, a
sophomore at the university plays
Chandebise’s gullible butler.
"I’ve done farces before," said
Cortez. "But I’ve learned about
the importance of timing through
this play."
The cast may be worried about
timing, but according to Wiley
time will be the last issue on the
minds of the audience.
"It’s about having a truly
pleasurable evening out," said
Wiley. "One that will provide a
significant break and distraction
from everyday life."
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CLUB FUEGO:

The

CULTURE CLUB Adding some fire
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Chetna Bazaz
Sophomore
Electrical Engineering

Movie: “Schinder’s List”
CD: Enya
Book: “Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien

Dr. Stella Behar
French professor

Movie: “Robin Hood”
CD: Paolo Conte
Book: “Asterix” by R. Goscinny

Elsa Quintero
Senior
Communication

Movie: “The Others”
CD: “Alejandro Saenz Unplugged”
Web site: msn.com

to Valley’s nights
By HILDA MORALES
The Pan American
For about six months now
Club Fuego has been the talk
of town, for many reasons. By
offering innovative and
exciting entertainment in
the night club industry,
it has become
one of the
places to be.
But not
everyone is
happy about
the new club.
Club Fuego has two
main dance floors, one
indoors and one outdoors, with
different themes every night.
With a flashy red and purple
neon sign by the road, and
lighted flames that seem to
come off the ceiling of the
club’s main building, the club
is hard to miss despite its rural
location near FM 107. It is also
easy to hear according to some
people.
Despite the fact the club is
assumed to be outside city
limits, thus minus noise
regulations, the location and
noise level have become
somewhat of a controversial
issue for surrounding area
neighbors.
After being disturbed and
sleepless, Ann Putty started a
petition of protest against the
noise generated by Club Fuego.
She commented on how tired
she and her husband were of
not being able to come home at
night and peacefully rest from a
long day at work because the
club’s music level was keeping
them awake.
“Long, long ago, when we
decided to build our home we
chose this country area for a
reason: nice quiet, peaceful and
unpretentious,” Putty
explained. “Away from the
boisterous city life where we
could sit outside at any time
during the day or night and
enjoy the natural beauty of this
place.”
Furthermore, Putty went on
to say that despite her attempts
to make some sort of
compromise with the owner,
she had only met with rude and
unhelpful responses. However,
Garza believes that the
channels for communication
have always been open and
she’s heard no complaints from
any other neighbors besides
Putty.
“We do not know who this
lady is, every time that she

calls we have asked her for her
name and all we get is her
address, ‘I live somewhere in
29th Street and your music is
keeping me up,’” Garza said.
“Well, if I don’t know exactly
where it is and who she is
there’s no way I can fix the
problem! We

know
that it is a lady because one of
our guests was at a restaurant
wearing a Club Fuego t-shirt
and she started harassing him
about what a horrible place he
frequented. We were highly
irritated when told and had no
option but to hire a lawyer to
settle this matter. In any case,
this is just one person, and
nobody else has complained
but her.”
When interviewed, Putty
presented a copy of her petition
letter, the petition itself and a
copy of the Hidalgo County’s
Sheriff Department Offense
Report with a violation of
disorderly conduct from
Dionicio Garza, Bertha’s
husband.
This report stated that he
refused to sign the report and
went further on to threaten the
officer by saying that he knew
Sheriff Enrique Escalon and he
would be paying a visit to him
if he got a citation. Garza
denied the fact that they had
ever received a citation. Putty
said she was afraid to openly
state who she was and where
she lived in fear of getting
injured in some way.
“I am not against
entertainment, I was young
once and had my own share of

parties,” Putty said. “But we
were always responsible not to
offend anybody else even if it
was just one person.”
So far the petition has been
signed by 25 people and Putty
is working to attain more and
put an end to her sleepless
nights. Meanwhile Garza is
focusing on the entertainment
aspect of the case.
“We opened up this club
to bring entertainment to
the Valley. Our people
have learned to work, eat
and sleep,” Garza stated.
“If they want good
entertainment, they leave to
other places like San Antonio,
Austin, even Las Vegas. The
money needs to stay here. We
don’t want to bother anybody,
but just bring them some fun.”
Garza mentioned that many
young people go across the
border and risk accidents and
troublemaking when they could
safely party in Texas.
According to Gonzalez,
Club Fuego is one of the few
clubs with little to no violent
outbreaks.
The club also implements a
security ordinance when it
comes to selling alcoholic
beverages by providing
bracelets for those who are old
enough to drink.
“The only way you can
drink in here is if you have a
bracelet on,” Gonzalez
affirmed. “Nobody is going to
take off their bracelet and give
it to someone else.”
Club Fuego’s goal is to
introduce Valley people to an
alternative from the every day
life of all work and no play.
“You really have to be here
to feel the relaxing
environment, and to feel the
music,” Garza said.
To this, Putty responded that
she has never been in Club
Fuego, but she has certainly felt
the music.

Photos courtesy of Club Fuego
Partygoers enjoy the nightlife offered at Club Fuego.
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‘School of Rock’ a welcome, entertaining remake
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American

Mullins, played with typical
finesse by Joan Cusack.
At this point, we’re introduced
to the kids, a motley crew of
Let’s face it, folks. "The
gifted, uptight youngsters, none
School of Rock" is not a terribly
of whom interest Dewey in the
original film.
least…at first. Once he realizes
It doesn’t necessarily offer its
that various members of the
audience any grand revelations
class possess obvious musical
or keen insights into the human
talent, he concocts a fairly
condition. What it does do, quite
underhanded scheme to mold
simply, is rock the pants off
them into his own rockin’
anyone with a heart that beats.
creation.
With his latest vehicle, Jack
His purpose, plainly enough,
Black is officially a star. Black
is to enter them into an
plays wannabe-rocker Dewey
upcoming Battle of the Bands,
Finn, whose constant attempts to
which he has been hoping to win
achieve music god status often
for ages. The children, however,
find him face down on a grimy
are made to believe that all their
club floor, and finally being
hard work is leading up to a
kicked out of the very band he
competition with other
schools.
This is basically a rehash
of "Sister Act," with kids
replacing the nuns, and
Black replacing Whoopi
Goldberg. And yet, the
formula works even better
than it did the first time,
thanks to both a sharp,
knowing script, and Black’s
unbridled enthusiasm.
Many will fail to realize
that the film is directed by
Austin’s very own Richard
Linklater, who gladly
allows his typically
apparent vision to take a
backseat to the story and
the music.
And it is the sheer love
www.movieweb.com of music that really sets
this film apart from most of
Jack Black stars as Dewey, a musician posing as a substitute teacher.
started. Depressed and
inebriated, he seeks momentary
support from his friend and
roommate, Ned Schneebly,
played to perfection by Mike
White ("Chuck & Buck"), who
also wrote the film.
Unfortunately, Ned’s girlfriend is
sick of Dewey’s laziness and his
seemingly terminal inability to
come up with the rent each
month.
After being handed down an
ultimatum, Dewey, in a moment
of desperation, snags one of
Ned’s substituting jobs out from
under him, and soon finds
himself being escorted down the
hallowed halls of an upscale
private school by Principal

its peers.
Few films these days, save
perhaps the brilliant "Almost
Famous," bother to remind
audiences of the astonishing
power of rock & roll. Rock itself
has been drowned in a sea of
hip-hop, pop, and electronica,
none of which are necessarily
bad, but all of which lack that
same primal, furious energy that
propels a good guitar solo or a
frightening stage dive.
The creators of this film seem
quite confused, and frankly a tad
pissed off, that something as
ridiculous as MTV governs what
today’s youth is supposed to
love.
A film review may not be the
place to wax critical of today’s
mainstream music, but this is the
very heart and soul of this
movie. Sadly, people who can
usually
benefit most
from a film
are those least
likely to see
it. I implore
everyone still
reading this
to take a little
time to grab a
loved one,
your family,
or just
yourself, and
get your butt
in that theater
seat and
www.movieweb.com
check this out
Black, as Dewey, tries to teach the history and variations of rock.
right now.

The film ‘school’ of Richard Linklater
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American

one a shot.
The Best of the Rest:

www.movieweb.com
(Above) - Giovanni Ribisi stars as Jeff in Linklater’s
‘SubUrbia.’
(Right) - Robert Sean Leonard, Ethan Hawke and
director Richard Linklater work on the set of ‘Tape.’

Twelve years ago a little film
entitled "Slacker" arrived on
the festival circuit, seemingly
out of nowhere, and it was
welcomed with glowing
reviews and much buzz about
its young, fledgling director.
His name was Richard
Linklater, and his film wasn’t
from nowhere, but rather an
experimental exercise planted
and nurtured in that weirdest of
capitals, Austin.
Prior to "Slacker," Texas was
rarely considered home to a
film community, but this was
about to change.
Linklater’s ode to people
whose grandest efforts are used
in avoiding the job-familydeath route struck a chord for
all those who saw it, some for
the better, and some for the
worse.
It is a film that won’t sit well
with all those who watch it, and
it already seems a bit dated, but
if you’re ever up for a little
peek into a bizarre subculture
operating right under society’s
nose, you should truly give this

"Dazed and Confused" –
This is Linklater’s masterpiece
and one of the greatest
cinematic portraits of teenage
life ever put on screen. Sadly,
this film joins the ranks of that
unfortunate group of movies
who have been stereotyped
and/or pigeonholed by
audiences.
Many consider this little
more than a "stoner" film, but
they couldn’t be further from
the truth. Others ask me, "Keil,
this movie has no point." Those
of you desperately searching
for its point are missing it
entirely. The movie simply
chronicles the last day of
school for some central Texas
high-schoolers in 1976.
The drugs, the girls, the
riding around, the awkward
moments at a junior high
dance, the hazing, the rebellion
against authority, and the
incomparable excitement when
you get away with buying beer
before you’re of age. A mustsee.

"SubUrbia" – A worthwhile
addition to his filmography,
albeit yet another of those
"hang around a convenience
store and chat" movies. Great
acting and an engrossing
storyline set this film apart
from many others who tried to
achieve the same effect at the
time. Not great, but definitely
worth a viewing.
"Waking Life" – A marvel of
modern filmmaking. This
animated wonderland follows
its young protagonist in and out
of his dreams…and possibly
his life? This movie’s only flaw
is that it tries to cover too

much, and occasionally it can
be tiresome to sit through its
philosophical meandering.
Nevertheless, it’s a true
achievement in every sense of
the word. Note to the budgetconscious: the excellent DVD
package of this has recently
been marked down to under
$10 in most stores.
"Tape" – Three people and
one motel room. No more, no
less. If you think that no one
could pull this off and make it
thoroughly engrossing, you’re
dead wrong. This movie is kept
afloat by a great script and even
better acting. Ethan Hawke ha.
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Chetna Bazaz
Sophomore
Electrical Engineering

Movie: “Schinder’s List”
CD: Enya
Book: “Lord of the Rings” by J.R.R. Tolkien

Dr. Stella Behar
French professor

Movie: “Robin Hood”
CD: Paolo Conte
Book: “Asterix” by R. Goscinny

Elsa Quintero
Senior
Communication

Movie: “The Others”
CD: “Alejandro Saenz Unplugged”
Web site: msn.com

to Valley’s nights
By HILDA MORALES
The Pan American
For about six months now
Club Fuego has been the talk
of town, for many reasons. By
offering innovative and
exciting entertainment in
the night club industry,
it has become
one of the
places to be.
But not
everyone is
happy about
the new club.
Club Fuego has two
main dance floors, one
indoors and one outdoors, with
different themes every night.
With a flashy red and purple
neon sign by the road, and
lighted flames that seem to
come off the ceiling of the
club’s main building, the club
is hard to miss despite its rural
location near FM 107. It is also
easy to hear according to some
people.
Despite the fact the club is
assumed to be outside city
limits, thus minus noise
regulations, the location and
noise level have become
somewhat of a controversial
issue for surrounding area
neighbors.
After being disturbed and
sleepless, Ann Putty started a
petition of protest against the
noise generated by Club Fuego.
She commented on how tired
she and her husband were of
not being able to come home at
night and peacefully rest from a
long day at work because the
club’s music level was keeping
them awake.
“Long, long ago, when we
decided to build our home we
chose this country area for a
reason: nice quiet, peaceful and
unpretentious,” Putty
explained. “Away from the
boisterous city life where we
could sit outside at any time
during the day or night and
enjoy the natural beauty of this
place.”
Furthermore, Putty went on
to say that despite her attempts
to make some sort of
compromise with the owner,
she had only met with rude and
unhelpful responses. However,
Garza believes that the
channels for communication
have always been open and
she’s heard no complaints from
any other neighbors besides
Putty.
“We do not know who this
lady is, every time that she

calls we have asked her for her
name and all we get is her
address, ‘I live somewhere in
29th Street and your music is
keeping me up,’” Garza said.
“Well, if I don’t know exactly
where it is and who she is
there’s no way I can fix the
problem! We

know
that it is a lady because one of
our guests was at a restaurant
wearing a Club Fuego t-shirt
and she started harassing him
about what a horrible place he
frequented. We were highly
irritated when told and had no
option but to hire a lawyer to
settle this matter. In any case,
this is just one person, and
nobody else has complained
but her.”
When interviewed, Putty
presented a copy of her petition
letter, the petition itself and a
copy of the Hidalgo County’s
Sheriff Department Offense
Report with a violation of
disorderly conduct from
Dionicio Garza, Bertha’s
husband.
This report stated that he
refused to sign the report and
went further on to threaten the
officer by saying that he knew
Sheriff Enrique Escalon and he
would be paying a visit to him
if he got a citation. Garza
denied the fact that they had
ever received a citation. Putty
said she was afraid to openly
state who she was and where
she lived in fear of getting
injured in some way.
“I am not against
entertainment, I was young
once and had my own share of

parties,” Putty said. “But we
were always responsible not to
offend anybody else even if it
was just one person.”
So far the petition has been
signed by 25 people and Putty
is working to attain more and
put an end to her sleepless
nights. Meanwhile Garza is
focusing on the entertainment
aspect of the case.
“We opened up this club
to bring entertainment to
the Valley. Our people
have learned to work, eat
and sleep,” Garza stated.
“If they want good
entertainment, they leave to
other places like San Antonio,
Austin, even Las Vegas. The
money needs to stay here. We
don’t want to bother anybody,
but just bring them some fun.”
Garza mentioned that many
young people go across the
border and risk accidents and
troublemaking when they could
safely party in Texas.
According to Gonzalez,
Club Fuego is one of the few
clubs with little to no violent
outbreaks.
The club also implements a
security ordinance when it
comes to selling alcoholic
beverages by providing
bracelets for those who are old
enough to drink.
“The only way you can
drink in here is if you have a
bracelet on,” Gonzalez
affirmed. “Nobody is going to
take off their bracelet and give
it to someone else.”
Club Fuego’s goal is to
introduce Valley people to an
alternative from the every day
life of all work and no play.
“You really have to be here
to feel the relaxing
environment, and to feel the
music,” Garza said.
To this, Putty responded that
she has never been in Club
Fuego, but she has certainly felt
the music.

Photos courtesy of Club Fuego
Partygoers enjoy the nightlife offered at Club Fuego.
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‘School of Rock’ a welcome, entertaining remake
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American

Mullins, played with typical
finesse by Joan Cusack.
At this point, we’re introduced
to the kids, a motley crew of
Let’s face it, folks. "The
gifted, uptight youngsters, none
School of Rock" is not a terribly
of whom interest Dewey in the
original film.
least…at first. Once he realizes
It doesn’t necessarily offer its
that various members of the
audience any grand revelations
class possess obvious musical
or keen insights into the human
talent, he concocts a fairly
condition. What it does do, quite
underhanded scheme to mold
simply, is rock the pants off
them into his own rockin’
anyone with a heart that beats.
creation.
With his latest vehicle, Jack
His purpose, plainly enough,
Black is officially a star. Black
is to enter them into an
plays wannabe-rocker Dewey
upcoming Battle of the Bands,
Finn, whose constant attempts to
which he has been hoping to win
achieve music god status often
for ages. The children, however,
find him face down on a grimy
are made to believe that all their
club floor, and finally being
hard work is leading up to a
kicked out of the very band he
competition with other
schools.
This is basically a rehash
of "Sister Act," with kids
replacing the nuns, and
Black replacing Whoopi
Goldberg. And yet, the
formula works even better
than it did the first time,
thanks to both a sharp,
knowing script, and Black’s
unbridled enthusiasm.
Many will fail to realize
that the film is directed by
Austin’s very own Richard
Linklater, who gladly
allows his typically
apparent vision to take a
backseat to the story and
the music.
And it is the sheer love
www.movieweb.com of music that really sets
this film apart from most of
Jack Black stars as Dewey, a musician posing as a substitute teacher.
started. Depressed and
inebriated, he seeks momentary
support from his friend and
roommate, Ned Schneebly,
played to perfection by Mike
White ("Chuck & Buck"), who
also wrote the film.
Unfortunately, Ned’s girlfriend is
sick of Dewey’s laziness and his
seemingly terminal inability to
come up with the rent each
month.
After being handed down an
ultimatum, Dewey, in a moment
of desperation, snags one of
Ned’s substituting jobs out from
under him, and soon finds
himself being escorted down the
hallowed halls of an upscale
private school by Principal

its peers.
Few films these days, save
perhaps the brilliant "Almost
Famous," bother to remind
audiences of the astonishing
power of rock & roll. Rock itself
has been drowned in a sea of
hip-hop, pop, and electronica,
none of which are necessarily
bad, but all of which lack that
same primal, furious energy that
propels a good guitar solo or a
frightening stage dive.
The creators of this film seem
quite confused, and frankly a tad
pissed off, that something as
ridiculous as MTV governs what
today’s youth is supposed to
love.
A film review may not be the
place to wax critical of today’s
mainstream music, but this is the
very heart and soul of this
movie. Sadly, people who can
usually
benefit most
from a film
are those least
likely to see
it. I implore
everyone still
reading this
to take a little
time to grab a
loved one,
your family,
or just
yourself, and
get your butt
in that theater
seat and
www.movieweb.com
check this out
Black, as Dewey, tries to teach the history and variations of rock.
right now.

The film ‘school’ of Richard Linklater
By KEIL SHULTS
The Pan American

one a shot.
The Best of the Rest:

www.movieweb.com
(Above) - Giovanni Ribisi stars as Jeff in Linklater’s
‘SubUrbia.’
(Right) - Robert Sean Leonard, Ethan Hawke and
director Richard Linklater work on the set of ‘Tape.’

Twelve years ago a little film
entitled "Slacker" arrived on
the festival circuit, seemingly
out of nowhere, and it was
welcomed with glowing
reviews and much buzz about
its young, fledgling director.
His name was Richard
Linklater, and his film wasn’t
from nowhere, but rather an
experimental exercise planted
and nurtured in that weirdest of
capitals, Austin.
Prior to "Slacker," Texas was
rarely considered home to a
film community, but this was
about to change.
Linklater’s ode to people
whose grandest efforts are used
in avoiding the job-familydeath route struck a chord for
all those who saw it, some for
the better, and some for the
worse.
It is a film that won’t sit well
with all those who watch it, and
it already seems a bit dated, but
if you’re ever up for a little
peek into a bizarre subculture
operating right under society’s
nose, you should truly give this

"Dazed and Confused" –
This is Linklater’s masterpiece
and one of the greatest
cinematic portraits of teenage
life ever put on screen. Sadly,
this film joins the ranks of that
unfortunate group of movies
who have been stereotyped
and/or pigeonholed by
audiences.
Many consider this little
more than a "stoner" film, but
they couldn’t be further from
the truth. Others ask me, "Keil,
this movie has no point." Those
of you desperately searching
for its point are missing it
entirely. The movie simply
chronicles the last day of
school for some central Texas
high-schoolers in 1976.
The drugs, the girls, the
riding around, the awkward
moments at a junior high
dance, the hazing, the rebellion
against authority, and the
incomparable excitement when
you get away with buying beer
before you’re of age. A mustsee.

"SubUrbia" – A worthwhile
addition to his filmography,
albeit yet another of those
"hang around a convenience
store and chat" movies. Great
acting and an engrossing
storyline set this film apart
from many others who tried to
achieve the same effect at the
time. Not great, but definitely
worth a viewing.
"Waking Life" – A marvel of
modern filmmaking. This
animated wonderland follows
its young protagonist in and out
of his dreams…and possibly
his life? This movie’s only flaw
is that it tries to cover too

much, and occasionally it can
be tiresome to sit through its
philosophical meandering.
Nevertheless, it’s a true
achievement in every sense of
the word. Note to the budgetconscious: the excellent DVD
package of this has recently
been marked down to under
$10 in most stores.
"Tape" – Three people and
one motel room. No more, no
less. If you think that no one
could pull this off and make it
thoroughly engrossing, you’re
dead wrong. This movie is kept
afloat by a great script and even
better acting. Ethan Hawke ha.
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KISS, Aerosmith concert a
rocker’s dream come true
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The city: Selma, Tx. The concert: Kiss and
Aerosmith. A rock ‘n roll lover’s dream come true.
On Saturday Oct. 4 the Verizon Wireless
Amphitheater made way for the Aeroforce and Kiss
Army. Two legends of rock ‘n roll illuminated the
stage for a crowd of about 20,000 people of all ages.
Some thought this (concert) couldn’t be done, but
on Saturday Selma made it happen. This is the first
tour since the ‘70s where Kiss and Aerosmith
performed together. Back then Kiss opened for
Aerosmith.
In those days Aerosmith did not know what kind
of a show Kiss put on and they were caught by
surprise. This time around Aerosmith was ready for
Kiss’ pyrotechnic stage show as well as their makeup and Gene Simmons’ trademark of fake blood
dripping from his tongue.
The opening act for this show was Saliva. Fifteen
minutes after Saliva’s performance Kiss exploded
into the Verizon Wireless amphitheater wearing
their usual platform boots and spandex tights. The
stage featured colorful explosions, a sign in white
lights that spelled out KISS, and of course bursts of
flame whose heat could be felt on the faces of the
audience.
Kiss’ performance, like always, caught
everyone’s attention. Throughout a 90-minute show
people could be seen wearing Kiss shirts and
singing along with the band. The band performed
some of their well-known tunes such as "Shout It
Out Loud," "Detroit Rock City," "Beth,” and "Rock
and Roll All Nite," among others.
Even though Kiss is known for its hardcore side,
the members do have a soft side. While performing
their soft ballad, "Beth," drummer Peter Criss
walked across the stage handing out red roses while
the flames of lighters could be seen all across the
amphitheater.
There are those who are still mesmerized by
Kiss’ performance. Hector Casas, senior

BOOKS

biology/Pre-Med major at St. Mary’s University,
still feels the excitement of the concert.
"The concert was exhilarating, it was a rush of
adrenaline that made me lose my voice and hearing
for the next two days," said Casas. "Their
performance [Kiss] left you speechless, just seeing
them on different levels of the stage was cool."
Kiss closed the show with "Rock and Roll All
Nite," a rock anthem that had everybody singing.
Of course they couldn’t close the show without
guitarist Paul Stanley smashing his guitar on stage,
whereupon the crowd went wild.
After that explosive performance by Kiss,
Aerosmith, headlining the concert, had to also give
an unforgettable performance. The band featured
the familiar chemistry between guitarist Joe Perry
and lead vocalist Steven Tyler. Their show was also
very powerful, but less on the pyrotechnic side.
Aerosmith mainly focused on singing its songs.
The set list for the night consisted of some new
material as well as some of the old favorites. Some
of the songs they played were "Walk This Way,”
"Pink," "Jaded," "Love in an Elevator," and "Dream
On." As always the songs were performed with the
unmistakable voice of Steven Tyler. Even though
their show wasn’t full of explosions they caught the
attention of all of their fans. People young and old
were singing along, as young and not-so-young
finally found that they had something in common.
Like Kiss, Aerosmith performed for about an
hour and a half. Tyler spent most of his time
performing on the catwalk that was set up for the
concert. He couldn’t let the fans leave without him
doing something fun and crazy, so during his
performance he swung from a colorful rope over the
crowd.
At the end of the concert the fans were showered
with confetti falling from the sky shaped like the
Aerosmith logo. At the end of the concert the band
had the audience going crazy as they were
showered with confetti. It was a colorful display of
the young and old enjoying themselves together in
one place.
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so – a nervous habit – his mother thought he
was joking. She did not realize he was telling
the truth.
“I didn’t insist because I could see she
wasn’t taking it very well, even when she
thought it was another one of my jokes,” he
explained. “I could see the disappointment in
her face.”
As a gay young man currently dating a girl,
Eric has experienced the acceptance of his
family and co-workers like never before.
“It’s not that they didn’t accept me before
because most of them don’t know I’m gay and
don’t even suspect,” he said. “But just seeing
me with a girls lets them know I’m like them
and it’s like suddenly getting a membership to
the greatest club there is.”
Indeed, society or “the greatest club” has
suddenly opened its doors for him. He says he
now has more friends, gets invited to more
parties and more trips, and now even his
relatives include him in family reunions and
conversations.
“It’s like suddenly my own uncles and
cousins realized that I exist. Now we have
something in common we can talk about:
girls,” he said. “I’m sure that I’m gay, I’m not
bi. But I still have considered marrying my
girlfriend because I had never felt this
accepted.”
Still, there is another part of him that wishes
he could reveal his true personality to his
parents for he admits that pretending to be
someone else has brought them apart.
“Sometimes I just get tired of not being able
to be myself around the people I care about,”
he said. “[I get tired] of not being able to tell
them that I met someone who is just great and
that I’m in love with this amazing person who
just happens to be a guy, like me, and that
there’s nothing wrong with it.”
Even with the newborn craze for gay
celebrities and characters recently in
entertainment media many homosexuals feel
there is still a lot of prejudice against them. In
an interview published in The Bear Facts, a
high school newspaper in Alief, Texas,
Shepard’s close friend and gay activist

Romaine Patterson asserted that “while gay
and lesbian people are becoming much more
visible in the country … you will always find
people out there looking for an excuse to be
violent.”
“There’s a lot to be learned on so many
levels,” she continued. “The first thing we
need to learn is a little more human respect for
another.”
Patterson hopes some of the key lessons
learned from the Laramie tragedy are with
parents and children. She believes parents and
children need to discuss the issue of hatred.
“Hate unfortunately runs rampant through
our world today,” she said. “This hatred is like
a cancer and it spreads. But we have the ability
to stop it.”
Her idea of surrounding a group of anti-gay
protesters during Shepard’s murderers’ trials
epitomized the message of love she constantly
encourages everyone to spread. Rev. Fred
Phelps of Westboro Baptist Church in Topeka,
Kan., and his group had initiated a protest at
Shepard’s memorial service. When Patterson
realized they would do the same at the
courthouse, she organized a group of friends
and community members to dress as angels
with relatively big wings to surround the
protesting group and keep them out of sight
from Judy and Dennis Shepard, Matthew’s
parents.
The plan succeeded. Because he was kept
from seeing what was happening, he did not
say anything. Patterson described the
experience as “the most peaceful [and]
serene.”
“In a weird way, we were using the imagery
he used to spread his hatred to show just the
opposite,” she said. “It’s a good, loving
response to so much hatred.”
Mark Guerra too, hopes Valley residents are
willing to take part in spreading this message.
Collection baskets in benefit of the Matthew
Shepard Foundation will be set in the lobby
during intermission. The goal of the foundation
is to educate and promote acceptance by
supporting different organizations and diversity
programs in education.

continued from page 7

was exposed to children.
One of the best examples is the
recent Harry Potter phenomenon. The
outcry from some factions of English
and U.S. cultures was that the books
promoted the black arts and served
Satan. They wanted it banned.
However, when many of the critics
were interviewed about their demands
to have the books banned, each
admitted that they had not read any of
the Potter books.
“I guess the best way to sum up is
to say that setting up systems to ban a
few are systems that can ban
everything,” Sturges said. “So the
best way to protect the most is to
adopt a system that protects it all,
even if some of the all are suspect.”
LIFE IMPACT
Sturges said that with the required
reading in school programs, he does
not not remember anything he was
required to read as literature in any
educational course that had a
profound effect on his life, but did
give him information that he might
have not had access to, except
through literature.
“Many did create in me a better
understanding of human conditions
and historical contexts for much of
what has occurred in the development

of western civilization,” Sturges said.
“This, I believe, helps me to
understand and respond to my
environment better.”
Gunn recommends that all students
read on a regular basis outside of their
required school work for if no other
reason, to expand views and
experiences.
“I would tell students to read in a
wide variety of subjects and styles to
broaden your perspective on life,”
Gunn said. ”Along the way you will
pick up a lot of knowledge and skills
needed to be a success in life.”
The book that changed Gunn
perspective was “Zen and the Art of
Motorcycle Maintenance,” a book he
read while doing field research in
western Canada in the summer of
1982.
“The book made me look at things
from a different perspective and think
outside of the norms,” Gunn said.
”What is normal and why is it so
designated? Why do we believe in
this concept of normal and how does
it cloud out views of other and their
actions? I became a lot less
judgmental of people as a result of
this book and I found that everyone
has something to offer in terms of
knowledge or experiences.”
In Sturges’ courses he observes that
when the class attempts to use

analogies from classic readings that
students should have been exposed to
in high school or literature courses,
only a few have any idea where the
analogy comes from and what it
means.
“Students, in general, do not read
enough and do not read broadly
enough,” Sturges said. “Most have
not been exposed to the books, or if
they have, they have no retained
memory of anything about the books’
contents.”
With the increasing rate of other
sources of information, such as the
Internet, radio and television, there
has been a trend of people straying
away from hard reading.
That could be a reason why there
are many people who still lack basic
reading skills. In fact, of the 158
countries in the United Nations, the
United States ranks only 49th in
literacy. Approximately 120 million
adults are illiterate or read at a fifthgrade level; 60 percent of the adult
population has never read a book of
any kind; and only 6 percent reads as
much as one book a year.
Gunn however, thinks that there are
more benefits of reading a book rather
than watching a remake of the movie.
“You can go places and do things
beyond your physical means, but not
beyond your imagination,” Gunn

said. ”I find reading more
challenging than going to the movies
since you have to imagine the
characters and the story line. The
story can become what ever you
choose to make of it.”
Some people are actually so
intrigued by what a book speaks of,
they change their ideas of what they
want to pursue in life. Dr. Zen
Faulkes, assistant professor of
biology, said that reading a book by
Patricia Churchland made him change
his field of study.
“The book is about neurosystems,
and that totally interested me and led
me astray into neurobiology,” Faulkes
said. “I suppose I can credit the book
since it changed my perspective, but
my professor also explained it so well
it doubled my interest. I’m not sure if
it was indirectly or directly but was a
mixture of both.”
Although the book is not the sort to
recommend to others, Faulkes still
reads Churchland’s works and feels
he could somehow include updated
information of the author’s work into
a lecture.
“It isn’t like ‘The Hitchhikers
Guide to the Galaxy,” Faulkes said. “I
wouldn’t tell someone, ‘You have to
read this book,’ but it did interest me,
I learned from it, and it’s had an effect
on my life choices.”

Sturges also feels that when
individuals read a variety of books it
strengthens their mind and opens up
opportunities to gain knowledge they
otherwise wouldn’t get.
“My 17-year-old daughter has a
library of more than 700 books in her
room,” he said. “Although some
books count among her favorites and
may provide considerable influence
on thinking, the real situation is that
the breadth of the reading has
provided her with a rich, robust way
of thinking combined with a
tremendously effective and versatile
vocabulary.”
The books Sturges said he has
appreciated the most, but can’t say
affected his life in any particular way
include, include “Lord of the Rings,”
“Dune,” the Harry Potter series,
“Hank the Cowdog,” and “The Little
Engine That Could,” not necessarily
in that order.
Gunn said that he thinks that
reading has a tremendous impact on
an individual who reads and thinks
about the subject rather than just
being blindly led through a story.
“One of my favorite quotes is ‘The
real purpose of books is to trap the
mind into thinking for itself,’ he said.
“As the premed adviser I can think of
no one skill that is more important to
a student in any area.”
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Around
Town
Theater production
Oct. 9-11 at 7 p.m. and Oct.
12 at 2 p.m.
Place: McAllen Memorial
High School Auditorium, 101
E. Hackberry
Event: Students will perform
‘Black Comedy’ by Peter
Shaffer. “A delightful
comedy sure to shed some
light on a dark situation.”
Price: $5 for students and
seniors, $6 for adults.
Phone: (956) 632-5255
‘A Flea in Her Ear’
Oct. 15-18 at 8 p.m., Oct.
19 at 2 p.m.
Place: University Theater
Event: The UTPA theater
department presents its first
production of the year with
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea
in Her Ear.’
Price: $10 for reserved
seats, $5 general admission
and $3 for non-UTPA
students and faculty. UTPA
students and faculty receive
two free admissions with a
valid ID. No children under
the third grade allowed.
Phone: (956) 381-3581
Latin Jazz Festival
Oct. 16-18
Place: Jacob Brown
Auditorium
Event: The 7th Annual Latin
Jazz Festival will feature the
Semeneya Dance Company
from San Antonio, Ritmo
Caribe from Corpus Christi,
dance showcases and an
amateur dance contest with
more than $1,000 in prizes.
The Latin Jazz Festival was
inaugurated in 1997 by the
late Tito Puente.
Price: $15
Phone: (956) 460-1711
Street Market
Oct. 18 from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m.
Place: Downtown McAllen
on 17th Street between
Austin and Erie Avenues
Event: The Fifth Annual
McAllen Street Market will
include a variety of food,
entertainment and booths
for the entire family.
Price: Admission is free.
Phone: (956) 682-2871

■ Club Fuego . . . . . . . 8
■ Movie review . . . . . . 9
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‘The Laramie Project’

Play nearing
Production focuses on tolerance, completion,
attitudes toward homosexuality opening soon
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American

UTPA junior Mark Guerra hopes
to reach hearts, souls and consciences
with his production of The Laramie
Project, by Moisés Kaufman and the
Members of Tectonic Theatre Project.
The Laramie Project relates the
events that succeeded the death of
Matthew Wayne Shepard, a 21-yearold University of Wyoming student
who was murdered in an anti-gay
hate crime on Oct. 6, 1998.
Scenes from the trials of Shepard’s
murderers are included in the play yet
its focus relies for the most part in the
effects that the crime had on Laramie,
Wyoming, where the crime took
place. For this purpose, five members
of New York City’s Tectonic Theater
Project interviewed more than 80
residents. In the show, some of their
accounts are presented on stage by a
cast of eight actors.
The show, which will be presented
at The University of Texas-Pan
American’s Studio Theater Nov. 1517, features eight actors each playing
at least eight or nine characters. More
than telling a single story the play is a
series of monologues and, as Guerra
explained, it is about more than just
prejudice against homosexuality.
“I’m trying to get people to be
aware that [The Laramie Project] is

more about tolerance,” he said.
“Some people hate gays, blacks, or
Hispanics even down here.”
Homophobia – as the condition of
fearing or hating homosexuals is
known – was one of the topics of a
study conducted by UTPA
psychology professor Dr. Russell
Eisenman and Charles Negy of The
University of Central Florida.
The preliminary results of the
study, which analyzes college
students’ attitudes toward
homosexuality, were recently
presented at the Southeastern
Psychological Association
convention. The subjects for this
study included both UTPA and UCF
students. Eisenman explained the
purpose of the study was to compare
Hispanic and non-Hispanic college
students’ views on homosexuality.
Among the findings is an insight to
some of the causes for prejudice
against homosexuals. As Eisenman,
along with Negy, has found out, “the
more religious a person is or the
more acculturated a person is to
American society, the more
prejudiced they are against
homosexuals.”
Another way to look at it would be
to say that there is more tolerance
toward homosexuality at UTPA than
there is at UCF. This came as a
surprise to Eisenman, who had

assumed Mexicans, being from a
more traditional culture than their
American neighbors, would hold
more prejudices.
Indeed, David, a UTPA freshman –
last name withheld at his request –
admits to being surprised at the
acceptance of his friends when he
revealed he was gay.
“When I decided to come out, as
people call it, I was afraid,” he said.
“I thought my friends would reject
me, but I was wrong. They were
really nice to me. They are really
good friends.”
Unfortunately, he did not get the
same acceptance from his parents.
The 18-year-old had planned to come
out to his family when he was a
freshman in high school and had just
started his first relationship with a
young man. He realized doing so
would be a mistake when he heard
his parents make derogatory
comments about homosexuals.
“That brought me down,” he said.
“All my illusions of being accepted
and loved by my family no matter
what were crushed.”
UTPA senior Eric had a similar
experience. He confessed his
homosexuality last year to his already
suspicious mother. However, because
of his constant grinning while he did

See LARAMIE page 10

Book Notes:
Reading more valuable when threatened
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
When a college student finally has a free weekend,
away from classes, the demands of a job, or even the
stress that comes with club meetings, they don’t jump
into their car with relief yelling, “Finally, I can finish
reading that book!”
With advancements in technology there doesn’t seem
to be a desire for the written word for the majority of
people, unless it’s on the verge of being taken away
from you, that is.
Last month South Texas Science Academy students
felt the pangs of censorship when parents felt novels
such as “Brave New World” by Aldous Huxley, and
Robert Heinlein' s “Stranger of a Strange Land” were
inappropriate for the school’s 10th-grade Advance
Placement course.
The school board’s voted to keep the novels in the
class, but to give parents slight control over their
student’s choices by requiring principals to automatically
offer an alternative to a challenged book.
Dr. Scott Gunn of the UTPA Biology Department
said he liked the way Science Academy handled the
situation with the reading list being the ultimate
responsibility of the parents overseeing what their

children read.
“If the parents do not wish to have their child read
specific books,” Gunn said, “then there should be
alternate selections that will meet the requirements of the
course and fit the parents idea of appropriate material.”
Dr. David Sturges of the English Department says that
it is a fact that what is acceptable to one person is
probably unacceptable to someone else. For the books
that end up on reading lists, especially for advanced
study, a lot of people have evaluated during a lot of
years to determine that a particular book is a “classic”
that justifies study.
“Everyone has a frame of reference comprising their
interpretations and beliefs regarding the symbols
experienced during life,” Sturges said. “So no matter
what the book, movie, TV show, or behavior is, part of
the population will perceive it as OK while another part
sees it as degradation or blasphemy.”
Examples include when the Germans during World
War II found a solution to their controversial books by
burning them in ceremonies as the Reich grew in power.
In Texas, factions of fundamental religions have sought
to control the content of books for school children to
ensure that nothing that conflicted with religious beliefs

See BOOKS page 10

By OMAIRA GALARZA
The Pan American

Timing is everything with the
University of Texas Pan
American’s fall production of
Georges Feydeau’s ‘A Flea in Her
Ear’.
This season’s show runs in the
Jeffers theatre Oct. 15 through 18
at 8 p.m. with a matinee on Oct.
19 at 2 p.m. The play is classified
as a farce, which is a satirical
comedy that relies on prompt
timing from the cast and crew.
The show is about a woman
who mistakenly believes her
husband—Victor Emmanuel
Chandebise, played by Mark C.
Guerra—is cheating on her. She
concocts a plan to prove his
infidelity, but her plan backfires
resulting in utter chaos.
As director Eric Wiley hoped,
the cast is learning about
comedic timing, and working
together through their work on
this play.
"I want the actors to gain a
greater understanding of the
importance of cooperating," said
Wiley, assistant professor of
theatre.
Guerra who is a theater
performance major agrees, "It’s
about everybody working
together. It has to be like a well
oiled machine to run smoothly."
In addition to the leading role,
Guerra plays the role of Poche, a
butler, who is the exact double of
Chandebise. Hernan Cortez, a
sophomore at the university plays
Chandebise’s gullible butler.
"I’ve done farces before," said
Cortez. "But I’ve learned about
the importance of timing through
this play."
The cast may be worried about
timing, but according to Wiley
time will be the last issue on the
minds of the audience.
"It’s about having a truly
pleasurable evening out," said
Wiley. "One that will provide a
significant break and distraction
from everyday life."
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Internet scams on the rise, say campus police
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
Sometimes e-mail messages aren’t what they
appear to be.
Recently faculty, staff, and students have been
the target of e-mail shenanigans on University of
Texas-Pan American e-mail accounts.
“We’ve received numerous reports about email scams being received on panam.edu e-mail
addresses,” said Investigator Sgt. James Loya of
the UTPA Police Department.
There are three main attempted frauds making
their rounds lately. The first is the Nigerian 419
scam, which is worldwide and has run since the
early 1980s under Successive Governments of
Nigeria
According to The 419 Coalition, web site
targets are selected from printed or online
employee directories, personals ads, e-mail
marketing companies, company web sites or
chat rooms. These targets receive an unsolicited
fax, e-mail, or letter concerning Nigeria or
another African nation. They usually contain
either a money laundering or other illegal
proposal, sometimes even a legal legitimate
business proposal by normal means.
The site states, “the variations of Advance Fee
Fraud (419) are very creative and virtually
endless.” Most fraudulent business proposals fall
into seven main categories: disbursement of
money form wills, contract fraud (C.O.D. of
goods or services), purchase of real estate,
conversion of hard currency, transfer of funds
from over invoiced contracts and sale of crude
oil at below market prices.
When a person agrees to the business deal,
the scammer asks for personal information such
as bank account numbers, a passport copy,
company letterheads, etc, claiming to need this
information to close the deal.
At some point the scammer asks for money to
pay for fees such as transfer tax, performance

bonds, or an advance fee. They may claim there
are “complications” threatening the deal, which
requires more money. The scammer takes as
much money from a victim until the victim quits
or runs out of money.
“The scams are extremely similar, and for the
most part obvious,” said UTPA Information
Security Officer Graham Toal. “The scammers
are really stupid, but still many become their
victims.”
Once someone becomes a victim of a 419
scam, it’s hard to regain their loss. Most funds
are not recovered, however, there are simple
steps that can be taken to avoid becoming a
scammer’s victim.
“As long as you don’t respond, you will not
become a victim,” said Loya. “If anyone does
receive one of these they should forward it to
crimeline@panam.edu, and we will take care of
reporting it to the proper authorities.”
The U.S. Secret Service has been the primary
U.S. law enforcement agency dealing with 419
scams. Though efforts in finding the scammers
are being made, the only effective methods
available are prevention and education.
Two other rackets here at UTPA involve emails claiming to be from Citi bank and Ebay.
The messages have links asking for account
numbers, usernames, and passwords, scammers
then obtain this information and access victims’
accounts.
“The websites are very realistic, they seem
genuine,” Toal explained. “They are never
legitimate. Companies don’t send e-mails asking
for usernames. Follow these simple rules, don’t
ever give passwords, always type in the URL
yourself and never click on attachments. Be
skeptical about everything.”
The university is planning on implementing a
spam-guard in the system, but there have been
delays due to the high cost of commercial spamguards. Plus the move from the current mail
severs to a new mail system. The Oracle

What to do if you receive a
Nigerian Scam/419 letter
DO NOT RESPOND TO THE 419 SOLICITATION
Notify your National Law Enforcement Agency
and your nation’s Foreign Office.
File a complaint with the Nigerian Embassy or
High Commission in your nation.
File a complaint via email with the Central Bank of
Nigeria info@efccnigeria.org
For loss cases only, you may file a complaint with
the Nigerian Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC).
If the contact from the 419ers was via email, write
their email provider at their “abuse” address
(abuse@yahoo.com, abuse@onebox.com, etc.)
and include the 419er message; and ask that
the account be shut down.
Source: home.rica.net/alphae/419coal

collaboration suite has been slow.
“We’ve been looking for a spam-guard that is
affordable and accurate for some time now,”
Toal said. “We’ve found a Bayesian filter that
we are looking into. It becomes 99.5 percent
accurate after time. It looks promising, but we
have to wait until we have moved to our new
mail sever.”
For e-mail users wanting an individual filter,
Toal suggests downloading a Bayesian filter for
Windows on their own from,
http://spambayes.sourceforge.net/windows.html.
Spam-guards are to filter out spam mail,
which comprises nearly 90 percent of mail, Toal
feels that once the center filter is in place it will
help stop some scam e-mails as well.

“It [the spam-guard] won’t target the scams
specifically, but it will help,” he explained.
“Spam-filters are for everything you don’t want,
and the filter frequently recognizes these. They
are all alike.”
For more information on the 419 scam log on
to: www.secretservice.gov/alert419.shtml,
home.rica.net/alphae/419coal/,
freemaninstitute.com/419anatomy.html, or
www.scamorama.com. For information on the
Ebay scam log on to:
pages.ebay.com/help/index_popup.html?confide
nce=spoof-email.html, and for the Citibank
scam log on to:
www.citi.com/domain/spoof/report_abuse.html.
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continued from page 3

“I gained valuable knowledge and
experience,” said Rivera. “I have grown
mentally and personally, and thus my outlook
has been broadened. I have also gained a better
understanding of the business world.”
Similar to Rivera’s work experience, intern’s
assignments range from completing and
analyzing research, writing speeches, conducting
audits, performing land surveys, creating web
pages, conducting community health surveys
and developing outreach strategies for underserved populations, according the Pena-Herrera.
Pena-Herrera also commented on how past
interns have enhanced their professional skills
through placements in departments of public
affairs, accounting, financial services, human
resources hospitality and information
technology, as well as laboratories, hospitals,
airports, national forests and parks.
“HNIP is not only a professional development
opportunity. You will learn a lot about yourself
as you interact with students who come from all
over the United States. That in itself is a
learning experience,” said Pena-Herrera.
According to Pena-Herrera, 97 percent of
summer 2003 supervisors indicated they would
hire their intern permanently if given the chance.
“There are so many opportunities available to
students today. Many agencies and corporations
want to bring interns to train them for positions
that are opening up by the aging workforce,”
said Pena-Herrera. “It's just a matter of looking
beyond where you are and putting yourself out
there.”
There are four requirements to participate in
an internship with HNIP. Students must have a
minimum 3.0 GPA (on a 4.0 scale), be enrolled
in an undergraduate or graduate degree program,
complete their freshman year of college before
the internship begins and be a U.S citizen or
permanent resident.
According to Cantu, the opportunities
available make the effort well worth the work.
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President’s party will be his last
By LUIS SAAVEDRA
The Pan American
UTPA president Dr. Miguel Nevarez is honoring The
University of Texas-Pan American’s new faculty and
staff with a reception Sunday, Oct. 12.
The event will take place at the Nevarez home in an
effort to get faculty and staff members from different
departments to meet and interact socially.
“It is a way of welcoming our newest colleagues,”
said Nevarez. “It so often happens that professors tend
to socialize only with the people in their own
departments, so this is an opportunity to meet the rest of
the faculty.”
Due to the way the campus is designed, many
professors do not meet colleagues from different
departments.
Dr. Javier Macossay-Torres, assistant professor in the
chemistry department, sees the event as a great
opportunity to meet fellow professors. A Mexico native,
Macossay-Torres joined UTPA’s faculty this fall and
says, “I just came from another university in Monterrey
[Nuevo Leon],” he said. “So far the experience of
working here has been great, but I haven’t gotten a
chance to meet many people.”
According to Nevarez about 300 guests are expected
to attend. The occasion, he says, is a casual one; no
speeches or formal ceremonies take place.
“It’s really just a gathering of people talking and
getting to know each other,” he explained. “We always
encourage everyone who attends to walk around and
talk to as many people as they can.”
Despite being a tradition that dates back several
years, this year’s reception holds special meaning for
Nevarez since he announced his resignation as president
of the university; this will be the last time he hosts the
event.
“This is an event that started even before I was
president,” he said. “I just carried on the tradition, and
being that this is my last year [as president] it makes it
more meaningful.”

Luis Saavedra/The Pan American

PARTY CENTRAL— President Miguel A. Nevarez will welcome UTPA new faculty to
his yearly get-together Sunday night. His residence on Sugar Road is noted for its lush
scenery and spacious confines. This is the last year Nevarez will hold the welcome
party because he is stepping down in 2004.
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continued from page 1

39 Rio Grande Valley high schools participated
in the event where students build their own minisolar cars which are created with solar panels,
balsa wood and anything else they feel will
make their car run fastest.
The week will begin with Math and Science
Educator Day and feature speakers such as
actress Rita Moreno, Secretary of Education Rod
Paige and Oscar Gomez, vice president of the
Office of Diversity and Business Compliance for
Verizon Communications. The UTPA Scientific
Symposium will also occur Monday with
speakers from various colleges and businesses,
varying from Purdue University and the North
American Butterfly Association.
Tuesday is Math and Science Student
Exploration Day. Derek Parra, who set a world
record in his skating division and was an
Olympic Gold medalist, will be one of the guest
speakers. Dr. Adena Williams Loston, associate
administrator for education at NASA, will also
be speaking to students at UTPA, as well as
Edward Tsang Lu, NASA astronaut.
Wednesday marks the day students at the
university will meet with business
representatives if they choose to attend the
College Student Career Day. The Career Fair
will be open to university students throughout
South Texas.
“The Career Fair is going to benefit all the
students of UTPA,” Maldonado said.
“Companies need all different types of people to
run their business. Besides the engineering
aspect, students majoring in communication,
business or even education could make
connections with the representatives. After all,
businesses do need someone to do their
marketing for them.”
The fair will be held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in
the Field House with participants from Bank of
America, Boeing, the CIA Lewis Center for
Educational Research, Princeton Review, Time
Warner and many more.
Wednesday night is the Sci-Tech Expo
Community Night, with exhibits open to the
public. The goal is to have the community learn
about new technology though entertainment,
tours and presentations. Special guest for the
night is wildlife expert Jeff Corwin, of “The Jeff
Corwin Experience.”
Accentuating this year’s HESTEC will be a
live downlink with the NASA Expedition 7 crew
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aboard the orbiting International Space Station.
The winner of an ongoing community contest
will be able to ask astronauts Yuri Malenchenko
and Ed Lu a question.
“That is one thing I am extremely looking
forward to,” Maldonado said. “To have an actual
astronaut speak to you from their shuttle is such
a once in a lifetime opportunity.”
Strong and active sponsorship has enabled the
university to bring a variety of speakers and
events for the week-long event. Along with the
City of Edinburg, companies such as Boeing,
Time Warner, NASA, and The Monitor are
contributing to HESTEC.
Leo E. Guerra, Valley Branch Manager of the
Coca-Cola Bottling Company, said his
company’s connection with HESTEC is
designed to benefit the university and the whole
community.
Guerra said that last year Coca-Cola had a
student internship program which brought more
South Texans into the company. He feels
HESTEC can bring a new prospective to college
students.
One event Guerra is looking forward to, is
seeing the keynote address on Monday's Math
and Science Educator Day, by Rita Moreno.
Along with Moreno, many other Latinas are
bringing their knowledge to the women of South
Texas. The last day of the HESTEC week will
feature women in science fields, including
representatives from Latinas in Science, Math ,
Engineering and Technology Day. (LISMET)
Christy Haubegger, founder of Latina
Magazine, will speak on, “Male Dominated
Roles,” and Helen Cavazos, president of M.H.
Cavazos and Associates, will hold a session
titled, “Woman on the Move.” A panel
discussion by IBM Executives will feature
different Latinas who’ll offer advice to young
women with their session, “Explorando
Opciones: A young Latina’s Guide to Success.”
Along with an invitation to the events, young
Latinas also are asked to bring their mothers,
says Maldonado. He believes the foundation for
the girls are set by their parents, and that they
will benefit from seeing what their daughters are
capable of accomplishing.
“Being from the Valley, I never would have
thought something like HESTEC could happen,”
Atkins said. “For our children to have this
opportunity is just amazing.”

HISPANICS

Page 12

continued from page 2

somewhere that the older you are, the more
money you have and the more likely you are
to become Republican. As Latinos begin to
make more money they start leaning to the
Republican party. As their circumstances
change they look at which party will benefit
their wallets.
“They think, ‘if I did it, why can’t you? I
want to be rewarded, I want my tax cuts. This
is good because you should examine each
party and question authority, but you can’t
forget where you came from,” she added.
The extent to which individuals have
assimilated also affects their political views
and opinions.
“Another factor is how long they’ve been
in the U.S. and how far North they live,”
Richardson explained. “The longer they’ve
been in the U.S. and the further away from
the Mexican border they live, the more
assimilated they tend to be.
“They begin losing their language and the
traditional Mexican culture. The more
assimilated they are, the more they tend to
vote like Anglos all over the spectrum. A
wealthy HIspanic who is well assimilated
will not vote any different from a wealthy
Anglo.” Republicans usually have not
received much of the Latino vote; Bush got a
third of it in 2002 and only nine percent of
the Black vote. Though because of changes
such as the growing population (There were
38 million Latinos in the United States as of
the 2000 census) and a rising educational
level, Republicans are trying to win the
Latino vote.
“We’re the majority minority and
Republicans know if we start voting in the
numbers we have in population, we can
make a major difference,” Guzman explained
“Bush is speaking Spanish and his nephew is
speaking Spanish to say, ‘hey we want you in
our party. We are going to deal with your
issues.’”
Democrats have historically had the
majority of the Latino vote and in some
people’s opinion have taken this support for
granted, while Republicans have also ignored
the needs of minorities.
“Nobody wants to be taken for granted, if
Democrats have been taking Latinos for
granted then they’re going to lose them,”
Richardson suggested. “Republicans usually
vote for extreme conservative, anti-Hispanic.

In California the Republicans have done
things against immigrants.”
Since Republicans have started targeting
Latino voters, Democrats have tried to reattract them as well. Latinos are now
receiving more attention from national
politicians than ever before.
“The attention that Latinos are getting
from politicians is a positive thing,”
Richardson expressed. “As Latinos become
more vocal, Republicans are going to have to
modify their views and Democrats are going
to have to stop taking them for granted.
Hispanics have more voting power and are
going to be taken more seriously.”
Although Calderon agrees good will come
out of the attention Latinos are receiving
politically, she also feels that it has some
drawbacks.
“It’s good and it’s bad,” she noted. “They
are going to be paying attention to issues that
affect Hispanics, but at the same time it’s
frustrating to only be noticed now. Also,
Hispanics are citizens just like everyone else,
so don’t treat us differently.”
Although Latinos are enjoying what they
see as long-overdue attention, in order to
keep it they are going to have to utilize their
voting power.
“They’ll notice as long as we [Hispanics]
have a good voter turnout,” Calderon added.
“If not then they’re going to feel like they are
wasting their time and not going to cater
toward us. Especially here at UT-Pan
American, the most important thing is voting.
Otherwise being Latino and the attention
we’re getting is not going to be worth
anything, we’ll just be ignored again.”
Latino voter turnout per capita is usually
lowest among all ethnic groups. Along with
voting, becoming educated is important for
Hispanics in order to keep the attention of
politicians and have their voices heard.
“People need to become more involved
and aware of politics at the local and national
level,” Guzman expressed. “There’s
organizations like LULAC, MALDEFF and
the Hispanic Congress Caucus working for
Latino issues, but people don’t know. The
more educated and aware you become, the
more power you have at the polls whether
you vote Democratic or Republican. We are
the majority minority and our vote is our
voice.”

continued from page 1

receive some sort of financial aid.
A concern for UTPA, as well as at
TAMUK, is expanded research. Nevarez
said UTPA is trying to develop institutional
research of regional significance. Four
areas for research emphasis will be
bilingualism, biomedical science and
engineering, border life and international
relations, and the subtropical environment
and ecology.
"UT-Pan American is well-positioned to
serve the South Texas region as a regional
research university," he said.
TAMUK, according to Juarez, is unable
to start new doctoral programs due to lack
of funding. Funding, he said, has always
been an issue and one of the greatest
challenges they face.
"We can develop meaningful research
projects," he said. "What we cannot do is
fund these new programs without some
type of start-up funding."
The start-up cost he referred to is in the
range of $3 million to $5 million over a
four-year period. In order to start a
program, Texas’ method is have the
institution provide funding on its own for
the first two years before the state will
chime in.
Testimonies offered also asked that the
number of $4,000 Pell Grants given to

students be increased for low-income
families. Garcia asked how that could be
enough when other aspects of a student’s
life such as child-care and transportation
were not averaged into that total.
De la Garza, a senior in the physical
assistant studies program and a migrant
worker, expressed her concerns for funding
on programs such as the College Assistance
Migrant Program, which supports migrant
workers such as herself.
"It’s sad because students who have such
potential to be successful in our society are
discouraged because they don’t have the
money for college," she said. "I hope you
will support legislation like the Dream Act,
which gives hardworking students the
opportunity to continue their education."
Hinojosa told both panels the hearing
was a chance to get issues they were
concerned about on public record. The push
for research grants and financial aid
increases was the main topic of interest for
panel members.
"Small investments result in a multiplier
effect for the expansion of our programs, a
multiplier effect for the economic
development of our region, and more
important, a multiplier effect for the
improvement of the quality of life of South
Texas," Juarez concluded.

Daniel Aguilar/The Pan American

INGATHERING— Indian food and films were enjoyed Monday by dozens of
students in front of the Health Science buildings.
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Ethridge in loop for
jail project’s study
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
University of Texas Pan American
associate professor of criminal justice,
Dr. Philip Ethridge has been hired to
conduct a study on the need for the new
facility housing the Hidalgo County
Juvenile Detention Center.
The current Juvenile Center is
overcrowded and construction for a new
facility is being planned on North Dolittle
Road. Construction of the new facility is
expected to begin within a year, if funds
for the facility can be found.
“I’ve been hired by Hidalgo County to
make a study for the needs of the future
facility, and to find out how big it needs
to be,” said Ethridge, who has worked
with the Sheriff department on different
projects since 1997. “We’ve been looking
at this for five or six years, so it’s not a
new issue. However, we are looking at a
total of $10 million for the facility and
the County is concerned with where the
money is going to come from.”
The Juvenile Center currently has room
for 28 detainees from the ages of 10-17.
Juveniles are admitted for delinquent
behavior which includes felony offenses,
class A and B misdemeanors, and
violations of valid court orders.
In the 2001 annual report, the latest
available, 1,750 referrals were made to
the Juvenile Center. Only 612 of those
youths referred were detained in the
facility. This overcrowding has caused
several youths to be held without a room
or bed.
“It’s pretty bad,” Ethridge expressed. “I
walked in there one time and they had
two females sitting on the couch, there
was no room for them anywhere else.
Having them sitting on a couch watching
television is not going to teach them
anything.”
332nd state District Judge Mario
Ramirez told The Monitor on Sunday that
the overcrowding causes inadequate
sleeping arrangements for the youths.
“The juvenile detention center is
always full,” he said. “There are kids
sleeping on the floor, and some doubled
up where they are not supposed to be
doubled up. I guarantee you, if we had a
100-bed facility, we’d have pretty close
to 100 kids held.”
Ethridge explained that the lack of
room in the Juvenile Center causes
several problems. The
overcrowding affects the amount of
time that juveniles are sentenced to stay
at the center. In 2001, youths detained
had an average stay of 15 days per
admission.
“There is not enough room for
everyone, so not everyone that should be
detained is,” he explained.
“Overcrowding also affects the time that
juveniles that are detained spend locked
up. If they have someone who has
committed a more serious offense, they
have to let others out to make room.”
“The thing is that the kids know that
the Juvenile Center is full,” he added.
“Like the saying goes, ‘who knows better
that the jail is full than the crooks.’
Judges don’t have anywhere to put them.
They’re frustrated.”

Dr. Philip Ethridge
Ramirez expressed his concerns about
the effects that the overcrowding is
having on the youths and on the
community.
“We district judges know that the only
solution is to address juvenile crime
before those kids become hardcore
criminals,” he said. “But you don’t really
address it if you have a kid committing
petty offense and burglaries over and
over again, and we’re not able to hold
them.”
“We have to face the public because
we’re responsible for juvenile crime, and
it’s hard to face the public when we can’t
hold them because we don’t have the
space.”
The need for a new facility has been
established, however Ethridge is working
on figuring out how big of a facility is
needed.
“I’m looking at the arrest rate, crime
rate, growth in population, growth in
police departments, and growth in
elementary schools,” said Ethridge, who
also conducted the study for the new jail.
“I also have to look into what other jail
services are needed according to state
laws, like a kitchen, medical services, and
other things.”
Currently the County is looking into
building a 96-bed facility, but Ethridge
anticipates that a
bigger facility will be needed for the
future so the Juvenile Center does not
find itself in its current situation again.
“Originally we were looking at a 96bed facility, but I’m looking into
doubling the number to 192,” he
explained. “I’m making a prediction for
not just now, but for 10 years from now
and further down. We need to plan ahead.
My concern is that future needs are met.”
The studies that Ethridge, who has been
with UTPA since 1988, conducts also
help him in the classroom. He uses his
findings as part of class lectures.
“I use the information in my classes,”
he said. “This helps me bring my
fieldwork into the classroom, and helps
the students have a better understanding
of what is going on.”
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Graduate assistants are
in increasing demand
By JULIAN CAVAZOS
The Pan American
The Center for Applied Research in
Education (CARE) is seeking
professional and dependable graduate
students for research assistant positions.
As the department continues to grow
in research, CARE needs more assistants
for help.
Karen Watt, director of CARE, said,
“As faculty members become more
engaged in research, more assistance is
needed to get the research completed.”
Ersan Alkan, a graduate student at the
university, works as a research assistant
for CARE and really enjoys his time
there.
“I’ve been glad to be working here for
a year and five months now, people are
great to me and the facilities are good.”
Alkan said.
As a graduate assistant, students get to
do various types of research on
education.
“I am currently working on a research
project where I collect data on the
enrollment of middle and high school
students involved in the AVID Programs

all around Texas.”
Assistants also do things such as
literature reviews, inputting and
analyzing data and co-authoring
manuscripts. A computer lab is also
available to aid in research.
“CARE has a computer lab utilized by
faculty and graduate students for both
qualitative and quantitative data
analysis,” said Watt.
In past, research assistants have
teamed up with faculty of the College of
Education and other graduate students to
produce program evaluations, special
projects and scholarly publications.
Those interested in joining CARE
must be graduate students, have a
minimum undergraduate GPA of 2.8 and
be available 20 hours per week.
Applicants must have knowledge on
computer programs such as SPSS, Power
Point, Word and Excel.
If interested in applying for the
position of research assistant, contact
Dr. Karen M. Watt or Sylvianora Garcia
at The Center for Applied Research in
Education Office, (956) 381-3437, or
access the website at
www.care.panam.edu for more
information.

Linda Flores /The Pan American

PATIENCE— One of the university’s population of cats waits under a bush to avoid
the rain near the Communication Arts and Sciences Building, Tuesday.
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What do you think about
neighbors wanting to close
Club Fuego?

Campus
VO I C E

Charlotte Peiffer
Spanish
Senior
Regardless of the neighbor situation I
think they should close the club. It’s a
matter of principle. Take out the cheese
and put some quality nightlife in the
Valley.

Mayra Hernandez
International Business
Freshman
I think they should have more
security in that area. There should
be more police there, and lights.
That should be tried first to see if
that will keep the noise down, but if
that doesn’t work then shut it down.

Maria A. Sepulveda
Bilingual Education
Senior
They [the people] have a right to
pettion for it to be shut down. They
have their house and their family. I
wouldn’t want to live around a place
like that.

Jaime Rodriguez
Nursing
Junior
I believe that the residents have the
right to petition. I would do the
same thing.

Rachael Ybarra
Finance
Senior
When you are investing in a house you
want to make sure that you will be happy
in your living environment, especially with
the amount of money you put into it. I find
it very fair to allow the neighbors of that
club to petition to close the doors, in
order for them to enjoy their house and
their family.
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Valley drug patterns
differ from nation’s
Because of the high amount of drug
trafficking on the border, drugs are not only
cheaper but more accessible as well, which
leads to a higher rate of drug use for certain
From its food and music to its language
drugs.
and culture,the Rio Grande Valley differs
The report found 13.3 percent of students
from other areas in many ways. The
grades 7-12 on the Texas border reported
substance abuse trends in the Valley also
lifetime powder cocaine use, as oppose to
differentiate the Valley from the rest of the
7.2 percent of non-border students. Border
state.
students also reported 4 percent of lifetime
“The drug profile for the Valley is very
use of crack while non-border students
different form the rest of the nation, the
reported 2.7 percent.
state, and even from just a little more up
Other characteristics of border areas also
north,” explained Miguel Lopez, of the
affect use trends.
University of Texas-Pan American Alcohol
“In the Valley you have lack of
and Drug Abuse Program.
affordable housing and a lower economic
The drugs most abused in the Valley are
base,” Morales stated. “Young people get
marijuana, cocaine, and in some areas
involved in narco-trafficking to make more
heroin. Lopez explained that even in South
money. Also, it is very easy for young
Texas drug abuse trends vary.
people to go across the border and drink
“Drug use trends vary from county to
when they’re underage. You also have
county,” he said. “In the Brownsville and
Harlingen area heroine and cocaine are very strong identification to Mexico on the
border where you have first and second
popular. In Hidalgo County cocaine is
generations that are less assimilated. These
popular, but not heroin. Crack and roach
are all characteristics of the border.”
pills are popular in Starr and Zapata, but
Although rates for
heroin is rare.
drug abuse of certain
Marijuana of course is
substances are higher
popular everywhere.”
in the Valley, there are
The latest biennial
The use of
also many drugs that
report from Gulf
methamphetamines
are not used in the
Coast Addiction
area.
Technology Transfer
throughout the state, as
“Young people start
Center, “Substance
well as the nation, has
abusing harder drugs
Abuse Trends in
here earlier, like
been increasing at an
Texas: June 2003,”
cocaine. There are a
stated, “In the Lower
alarming rate. However,
lot of drugs that are
Rio Grande Valley,
meth is rarely found in
not used here as
outreach workers
much,” Lopez
reported seeing an
the Valley.
explained. “Ecstasy,
increase of young
MDMA,
persons ages 16-21
amphetamines, and
injecting heroin. For
methamphetamines
several years there has
are not used as much like in other areas of
been an increase in cocaine use among
Texas.”
young people in this area. However, now
The use of methamphetamines
outreach workers are reporting increases in
throughout the state, as well as the nation,
heroin injection. This trend is happening in
has been increasing at an alarming rate.
the smaller Valley communities such as
However, meth is rarely found in the
Donna, Weslaco and Mercedes, as opposed
Valley.
to the larger Valley cities such as
“Laws in the U.S. are regulating the
McAllen.”
purchase of certain chemicals used to
The Valley’s location on the United
produce meth,” Morales explained.
States-Mexico border greatly affects the
“Because of that crackdown, it’s my
drug abuse tends.
understanding that now there are meth labs
“The many major metropolitan areas in
in Mexico. Meth is not at the level of the
the Valley have sister cities in Mexico,”
use of cocaine and heroin around the nation
explained David Morales, Texas/Mexico
yet, but it is rising.”
border coordinator for the Texas
The report stated that 42 percent of items
Commission of Alcohol and Drug Abuse.
analyzed in Hidalgo county by DPS
“McAllen and Edinburg have Reynosa,
laboratories in 2002 were
Brownsville has Matamoros and
methamphetamines or amphetamines. The
Harlingen has Progreso. These are all
largest percentages were found in Potter
related socially, politically, and historically.
County, 46.6 percent, Dallas County, 34.3
“What happens on one side of the border
percent and Lubbock County, 25 percent.
affects the other side. Drug trafficking is
The two drugs abused the most were
prominent on the border and the drugs leak
into the communities. Young people as well found to be marijuana, for which 37 percent
as adults are more at risk for illicit drug use of adults reported lifetime use, and alcohol,
for which 35 percent of adult clients
like cocaine, and there are enormous
admitted to publicly funded programs, had
amounts of overdoses on the border.”
a primary problem with alcohol.
The presence of drug trafficking in the
“It is a major challenge for us as people
Valley provides users with cheaper and
of the community to turn this around,”
more pure narcotics.
Morales said. “The drug situation appears
“The Valley is very different in the sense
to be getting worse faster than better. It’s
that there is a much larger influx of drugs
time for us to all come together for our
coming in through here,” Lopez stated.
children, our communities, and our future.
“This makes the drugs cheaper and the
A lot of people are already working
purity is a lot higher. Even just north of the
together. That’s where we are at this point,
Valley the purity rate falls and the prices
trying to make things better.”
rise.”
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
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Upcoming UTPA
Schedule
Friday, Oct. 10
Volleyball Alumni Game, 7 p.m.
Men’s tennis at Texas-San
Antonio Invitational
Saturday, Oct. 11
Men’s tennis at Texas-San
Antonio Invitational
Sunday, Oct. 12
Men’s tennis at Texas-San
Antonio Invitational
Volleyball at IPFW, 1 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 13
Men’s golf at Crown Classic
(Stephen F. Austion)
Tuesday, Oct. 14
Men’s golf at Crown Classic
(Stephen F. Austion)
Wednesday, Oct. 15
Volleyball at UTSA, 7 p.m.

UTPA Men's Flag
Football
Pool A
Stallions
Team DU
Second 2 None
Huevos Rancheros

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool B
The Bucs
Iron Maiden Again
Squirrels
Beavers

W
2
2
0
0

L
0
0
2
2

Pool C
Meat Heads
Gamblers
Apollos
Nec.Roughness

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1

Pool D
Vipers
Metal Militia
Trojans
Damage Inc.

W
2
1
0
0

L
0
1
1
1

Pool E
Xacutioners
Beta RHO
Phi Kaps
Mudd Dawgs

W
2
0
0
0

L
0
0
1
1

Monday, Oct. 6
Meat Heads 24, Gamblers 21
Vipers 55, Metal Militia 6
Beta RHO vs. Phi Kaps, not avail.
Wenesday, Oct. 8
Stallions 36, Second 2 None 0
Iron Maiden Again 33, Beavers 22
Apollos vs. Nec. Roughness, late
Monday, Oct. 13
Damage Inc. vs. Trojans, 7 p.m.
Mudd Dawgs vs. Beta RHO, 8
p.m.

UTPA Co-Rec Flag Football
Tournament
Teams
x-Vipers
Bucky's Brigade #1
Bucky's Brigade #3
Red Dragon
Bucky's Brigade #2
Biohazard
Bucky's Brig. #4
x-Champion

W
7
4
3
2
1
0
0

L
1
2
2
2
2
2
2

Championship
Vipers 46, Bucky’s Brigade #1 0

House.

Marcengo sets
record

Women’s golf
finish fourth

The UTPA volleyball
team swept Texas A&MInternational University
Tuesday 30-23, 30-26,
and 30-18 to win their
second straight match
and improve to 12-9 on
the season, while TAMIU
falls to 6-6 on the year.
Freshman libero Carol
Marcengo led the Lady
Broncs with 21 digs
against TAMIU.
On Saturday, Brazilian
native Marcengo notched
25 digs in Pan Am’s victory over Texas A&MCorpus Christi and broke
UTPA’s single-season dig
record of 380 set by Tara
Gallagher in 1993.
Marcengo has a season total of 402 digs, and
is the first UTPA volley
player to break the 400dig barrier.
The orange-and-green
will host the Lady Bronc
alumni team Friday at
7:30 p.m. at the Field

The UTPA women’s golf
team finished fourth
Tuesday at the 15-team
Battle of the Lake
Invitational held at the
Shangri-La Resort.
Pan Am finished with a
total of 917, one stroke
out of third place.
Southern Methodist
won the tournament with
a total 894.
Sophomore Nikki
Boychuk tied for seventh
place with a 54-hole total
of 225.
The Lady Broncs will
take on Sam Houston
State on Nov. 3.

Keating makes
splash
Junior Westly Keating
won the five-mile men’s
race at the TAMUCC
Splash and led the UTPA
men’s cross country team

2003 Women’s Soccer
World Cup

RESULTS AND SCHEDULE
Wednesday, Oct. 1
Xacutioners 36,Phi Kaps 8
Team DU 12, Huevos Ranch. 6
The Bucs 34, Squirrels 26
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Match
25
26
27
28

Date
Oct. 1
Oct. 1
Oct. 2
Oct. 2

Quarterfinals
U.S.A. 1, Norway 0
Sweden 2, Brazil 1
Germany vs. Russia,7:30 p.m.
China vs. Canada, 10:30 p.m.

Match
29
30

Date
Oct. 5
Oct. 5

Semifinals
Germany 3, U.S.A. 0
Sweden 2, Canada 1

Match
31

Date
Oct. 11

Third Place
U.S.A. vs. Canada, 2:30 p.m.

Match

Date

Final

32

Oct. 12

Germany vs. Sweden, Noon

NFL Week Six Schedule
Away
Carolina
Houston
Miami
Oakland
Tampa Bay
Chicago
Kansas City
N.Y. Giants
Philadelphia
Buffalo
Baltimore
Pittsburgh
San Francisco
Atlanta

Home
Indianapolis
Tennessee
Jacksonville
Cleveland
Washington
New Orleans
Green Bay
New England
Dallas
N.Y. Jets
Arizona
Denver
Seattle
St. Louis

Date
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 12
Oct. 13

Time
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
Noon
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8 p.m

Open date:
Cincinnati, Detroit, Minnesota, and San Diego

to a third-place finish in
the five-team event.
Houston won the men’s
race with 44 points.
In the women’s portion,
the Lady Broncs finished
fifth.
Rice won the women’s
three-mile race with 33
points.

NHL opens
87th season
The defending champion New Jersey Devils
tied the Boston Bruins 33 Wednesday in the
opening night of the
NHL’s 87th season.
In other opening night
games, Dallas defeated
Anaheim 4-1 and
Chicago edged past
Minnesota 1-0.
In Calgary, forward
Jarome Iginla became
the first black captain in
NHL history when the
Flames tabbed him to
wear the ‘C’. The Flames
face Vancouver tonight at
9:30 p.m.

Mexican Soccer League Table
Team
Tigres
U.N.A.M.
Necaxa
U.A.G.
Santos
Pachuca
América
Atlante
Puebla
Veracruz
Irapuato
Toluca
Monterrey
Morelia
Chiapas
Atlas
Guadalajara
Cruz Azul
Club San Luis
Querétaro
Group I
17 - Pachuca
16 - Puebla
14 - Toluca
14 - Monterrey
11 - Atlas

W-D-L
6-3-1
6-3-2
5-5-1
6-2-3
4-5-2
4-5-2
4-4-3
4-4-3
4-4-3
4-3-4
4-3-4
4-2-4
3-5-3
4-2-5
4-1-6
3-2-6
3-2-6
2-5-4
2-4-5
0-2-9

GF:GA
19:9
21:14
18:12
17:14
22:17
16:13
22:12
18:14
15:14
16:17
16:19
14:13
22:22
15:18
14:23
20:21
15:19
15:20
14:19
8:27

Group II
21 - U.N.A.M.
20 - U.A.G.
17 - Santos
16 - América
2 - Querétaro

PTS
21
21
20
20
17
17
16
16
16
15
15
14
14
14
13
11
11
11
10
2
Group III
21 - Tigres
14 - Morelia
13 - Chiapas
11 - Cruz Azul
10 - San Luis

Valley High School
Football
District 31-4A
Sharyland
PSJA High
Edinburg
Mission Vet.
PSJA Mem.
Mission
Roma

Record Overall
2-0
6-0
1-0
2-2
1-1
4-1
1-1
1-4
1-1
1-5
0-1
1-3
0-2
1-5

District 32-4A
Bro. Porter
Edcouch-Elsa
Los Fresnos
Mercedes
Harlingen S.
Weslaco East
Bro. López

Record Overall
2-0
5-0
2-0
3-2
1-1
3-2
1-1
2-2
0-1
1-4
0-1
1-4
0-2
0-5

District 31-5A
PSJA North
La Joya
Economedes
McAllen High
Edinburg North
Nikki Rowe
RGC
McAllen Mem.

Record Overall
2–0
5–0
2–0
4–1
2–0
3–1
2–0
3–1
0–2
2–2
0–2
2–2
0–2
1–3
0–2
0–5

District 32-5
San Benito
Harlingen
Bro. Hanna
Donna
Bro. Pace
Bro. Rivera
Weslaco

Record Overall
1-0
3-1
1-0
2-2
1-1
4-2
1-1
4-2
1-1
3-2
1-1
2-4
0-2
0-4

Week 6 Schedule
Thursday, Oct. 9
Non-District
Mercedes at Weslaco
Friday, Oct. 10
District 31-5A
Edinburg North at Nikki Rowe
PSJA North at Economedes
McAllen Memorial at Río Grande
City
District 32-5A
Brownsville Rivera at Donna
San Benito at Harlingen
District 31-4A
PSJA Memorial at Mission
Mission Memorial at Sharyland
PSJA at Roma
Open Date: Edinburg North
District 32-4A
Harlingen South at Brownsville
López
Brownsville Porter at Los Fresnos
Edcouch-Elsa at Weslaco East
District 32-3A
Río Hondo at Hidalgo
Progreso at La Feria
Por Isabel at Lyford
Open Date: Raymondville

Group IV
20 - Necaxa
16 - Atlante
15 - Veracruz
15 - Irapuato
11-Guadalajara

Week 11 results Oct. 4-5: Veracruz 3, Querétaro 0; Monterrey 2,
Pachuca 2; Cruz Azul 1, Tigres 1; San Luis 3, Santos 0; Atlas 2, Atlante
1; América 5, Chiapas 0; U.N.A.M. 3, Toluca 2; Puebla 1, Guadalajara 1;
Irapuato 1, Necaxa 3; U.A.G. 1, Morelia 0.
Week 12 schedule Oct. 11-12: Chiapas vs. Atlas; Tigres vs. Veracruz;
Morelia vs. Monterrey; Guadalajara vs. U.N.A.M.; Necaxa vs. Puebla;
Toluca vs. Cruz Azul; Atlante vs. San Luis; Pachuca vs. América;
Querétaro vs. U.A.G.; Santos vs. Irapuato.

District 32-2A
La Villa at Riviera
Santa Rosa at Odem
Non-District
Marine Academy at SA St.
Anthony
Santa María at Brownsville St.
Joseph
Saturday, Oct. 11
District 31-5A
La Joya at McAllen High
District 32-5A
Brownsville Pace at Brownsville
Hanna
All games are at 7:30 p.m.
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Tennis teams successfully adjusting to new coach
By MATT HALL
The Pan American
When teams change head
coaches, there is usually some
down time before success
comes.
However, for The University
of Texas-Pan American tennis
teams this was not the case.
With new head coach
Eduardo Provencio at the helm,
the tennis programs are off to a
good start.
The Lady Broncs saw one
player win the championship
finals at the Lady Cardinal
Classic Saturday at the Lamar
Tennis Center. In addition, the
team had a championship finalist, and a consolation champion.
Canadian senior Alana Breen
brought home the championship in Flight Eight singles
with a 6-2, 6-1 win over
Jennifer Cline of Stephen F.
Austin.
Breen wants to finish her
college career with a bang and
feels this win was her first
step.
"It was a big win because I
am a senior and it is my last
year," said Breen. "I had just
came off an injury and it felt

good to be able to come back
and get a couple of wins under
my belt."
Provencio was extremely
excited about how the whole
team performed and believes
this effort will carry over to
their next match.
"This was a good first tournament for us," said Provencio.
"We had a champion and a consolation champion, and all five
of our players made the championship or consolation finals.
This was a good experience for
us, and we are really looking
forward to our next competition."
The next tournament for the
women will be the Omni Hotel
ITA Southwest Regional in Fort
Worth on Oct. 17-19.
MEN’S TENNIS
This year, the men’s team
has only one senior, but they
do not feel that this is going to
slow them down and hinder
them from attaining the goal of
a conference championship
when the spring season rolls
around.
Provencio loves having a
young team without many seniors and he believes their goal

is within the team’s grasp.
"I think it is great, I would
much rather have only one senior on the team than five seniors," Provencio said. "The
good thing is they have a lot of
experience under their belt,
they have experience beyond
their years. A conference
championship is a very attainable goal and something to
shoot for."
German sophomore Oliver
Steil agrees with his coach and
thinks the youthfulness of the
team will not be a factor in
their pursuit of a conference
title.
"I think they are going to
adapt well, we are going to
have a good lineup this year,"
Steil said. "We have a good
chance to win conference."
Steil has high hopes for the
season and knows that these
matches are just warmups for
conference and he has in mind
an even bigger accomplishment
for the team.
"We are going for the conference title and then we are heading onto nationals," Steil said.
The men’s tennis team will
be back in action this weekend
at the Texas-San Antonio
Invitational.

Staff Photo/The Pan American

Senior Alana Breen won the championship finals at the Lady Cardinal Classic.

"We did get some comments
last year that some people didn’t
like dressing up in costumes so
A black tie is optional for the
this year we’re trying something
Women’s Athletics Fundraisers
else, the ‘Denim and Diamonds’
(WAF) benefit, the "Denim and
theme," Griffith said. "We figDiamonds" Gala. The second
ure that people could dress up or
annual event will be held at the
dress down and just come and
Shary Shivers Estate, in
have fun."
Sharyland, on Saturday Oct. 11,
Activities in this year’s event
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m.
include a silent auction, a blackAll funds raised at
board auction,
the Gala go toward the
door prizes, a
University of Texascasino with
Pan American women’s
black jack and
athletics as well as a
showdown
scholarship fund for
poker, a
student athletes. Dr.
Starbucks cofSusan R. Griffith,
fee and dessert
director of Institutional
bar, and live
Research and
music by Out
Effectiveness on camof Sync, a
pus and a coordinator
popular local
for the event, said that
band.
the WAF, along with
Items being
the Bronc Athletics
auctioned
Foundation, raises
include a
money for the women’s
weekend for
athletics fund to use on
two at South
The second annual Denim & Diamonds fundraiser is Oct. 11.
equipment, travel
Padre Island,
expenses and other necestwo season tickets
sities.
come via deductions from UTPA to the Valley Symphony
"The first year we tried going
Orchestra, golf outings for four
faculty and staff paychecks.
out and raising money, but we
at local courses, plus tennis and
Last year’s Masquerade Ball
didn’t have any fun doing that so proceeds contributed $15,000 to
golf lessons from UTPA coaches,
we got the idea of having a
among others.
women’s athletics and $1,500 to
party," said Griffith. "We did
"It [the Gala] is a great opporthe Val La Mantia Scholarship
that last year with the
tunity for the women athletes
Fund. Highlighting last year’s
Masquerade Ball and it was very event were dancing and the casifrom UTPA to interact with the
successful."
no, where Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez faculty, staff, and community,"
This year’s goal is to raise
said Crystal Frazier, a senior on
served as one of the black jack
$20,000 for athletics with addithe UTPA women’s golf team. "I
dealers for the evening.
tional earnings contributed to the
WAF Fifth-year Scholarship program, the organization’s newest
fundraiser.
"According to
regulations a student can’t get a
scholarship when they are in
their fifth year, because now it
takes students more than four
years to graduate," Griffith said.
Most of the funds for the
Fifth-year Scholarship program

am really looking forward to this
year’s WAF Gala and hope that
it is twice as big as it was last
year. It is a big party and everyone should come and join in on
all the fun!"
The WAF was started in
January of 2000 and is a part of
the Bronc Athletics Foundation.
"A group of women got
together about three years ago
and wanted to do something to
support women’s athletics on
campus," said Griffith.
All proceeds raised by the
WAF are used for women’s athletics at UTPA. William J.
Weidner, athletics director, said
he applauds all efforts to raise
money for any student athlete.
"Since the athletic department
is not funded by the state, we
rely a lot on donations and student fees to finance athletics in
general," Weidner said. "I think
it is outstanding that the WAF is
able to help with what they have
a passion for; women’s athletics."
Sponsoring the "Denim and
Diamonds" Gala are UTPA,
Kell-Munoz Architects and
Grunwald Printing. Tickets are
$50 a person and can be purchased from any WAF committee member. The Gala is open to
anyone 18 years of age or older.
To buy a ticket or for more
information about this year’s
event, contact Dr. Susan R.
Griffith at 292-2132 or Winnie
Carey at 292-7465.

BEES

continued from page 15

fill the roll of enforcer for the Killer
Bees, served a WPHL record setting 437 penalty minutes in the
1999-00 season with the Lubbock
Cotton Kings. In the game of hockey penalty minutes are not a bad
thing. A penalty can result in an
untimely power play, but it can also
result in invoking fear upon members of the other team. An
enforcer’s job is to take care of his
teammates when they’re on the ice.
Off the ice he’s not quite as
menacing, but at 6-foot-6, 230
pounds it is understood he can do
damage. One of only five veterans
allowed to attend training camp,
Shmyr has a good idea of what to
expect from the rest of camp.
“It’s gonna take some time.
Right now we’re trying to get guys
in shape, and Eggy’s trying to evaluate who’s who,” Shmyr said. “I
think right now we’re just trying to
get some basic hockey, moving the
puck through the neutral zone. After
that we’ll work more on game systems, but that will work itself out
through the rest of the season.”
For David Duff, season ticket
holder and president of Youth
Hockey in the Valley, watching the
Killer Bees system mature through
the season is one of the things he
looks forward to for him and his
son.
“This is one of the most high
energy sports there is,” Duff said.
“And for the local youth in the
Valley to be able to come and witness hockey on such an emotional
level will be a great thing. There’s
nothing like live hockey.”
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Internship Program helping students succeed
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

Women’s Athletics Fundraisers to host event
By AMY D. MEDELLIN
The Pan American

October 9, 2003

Juanita D. Cantu leaves her apartment in
Rockville, MD at 8 a.m. every morning to
commute by shuttle to her job at the U.S
Department of Health and Human Services.
There she works with the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Service Administration
(SAMHSA).
Cantu, a junior at UTPA majoring in
public relations/advertising/broadcast
journalism, believes there is more to a
college education than a high GPA and
lectures. This is why she is participating in
the Hispanic National Internship Program
(HNIP).
“It’s crucial to have hands-on experiences.
Experience is what will make a student stand
out from others with the same
qualifications,” said Cantu.
Cantu spends her weekdays preparing
information booklets for conferences,
researching an upcoming campaign on
human trafficking in the U.S., and working
on a major campaign known as “Breaking
the Cycle of Bullying.” Once 5 p.m. comes
around, she’s on her own.
“Sometimes I spend my afternoon
watching T.V.; other times, friends and I will
go out to Washington D.C.,” said Cantu.
Cantu learned of HNIP from Susie Chapa,
cooperative education coordinator at UTPA,
when she attended a meeting held with a
representative from The Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities
(HACU).
HACU National Internship Program has
provided more then 4,400 top college

students with internships, making it the
largest Hispanic internship program.
“The Cooperative Education Office has
continued to have a working relationship
with HACU for many years and they have
offered our university students many
rewarding internship opportunities,” said
Chapa.
The Cooperative Education Office will be
sponsoring an information session on
Monday Oct. 6 at 12 p.m. in the Student
Services Building, room 153.
Having been an intern at the Department
of Justice, HNIP Associate Director Sandra
Pena-Herrera, will be informing students of
the requirements and federal and corporate
internships available.
HNIP provides paid semester-long
internships during spring, summer, and fall at
federal agencies and private corporations in
Washington, DC, and throughout the country,
according to Pena-Herrera.
“These ten- and fifteen-week internship
programs allow college students to
experience the diversity of careers that exist
in federal and corporate sectors. Theyprovide
quality professional work experience that
allows students to make more educated
career choices,” said Pena-Herrera.
There are many government agencies
students can intern at such as the Library of
Congress, National Science Foundation and
the Department of Treasury. In the corporate
sector, students can intern at JPMorgan
Chase, Marriott International, Verizon, Target
or the Farm Credit Administration (FCA).
Ricardo Angel Rivera, a junior at UTPA
majoring in accounting, interned with the
FCA when he first found out about HACU

Requirements for HACU National Internship
Program
˙ A minimun 3.0 GPA (on a 4.0 scale)
˙ Be enrolled in an unerstraduate or graduate program
˙ Completion of the freshman year of college before the internship begins
˙ U.S. Citizenship or permanent residency

———
2004 INTERNSHIP DATES AND DEADLINE
Program Dates
Spring (Jan. 15 – May 1)
Summer (June 4 – Aug. 14)
Fall (Aug. 26 – Dec. 11)

Application Deadline
Nov. 7, 2003
Feb. 27, 2003
June 11, 2004

Early Deadline
Does Not Apply
Dec. 5, 2003
April 23, 2004

For more information on the HACU National Internship Program
Visit: www.hnip.net
Or contact the Cooperative Education Office
Student Services Room 125
Phone: 956/ 381-2781

through CAMP, College Assistance Migrant
Program.
“I wanted to experience some diversity in
cultures outside of the Valley,” said Rivera.
“I was also looking for good solid work
experience related to my field of study.”
He interned at a bank regulatory agency
for the FCA. They are responsible for
insuring the safety and soundness of the

Farm Credit System, which is composed of
banks who loan to farmers.
While working at the FCA, Rivera worked
in the office of the chief financial officer,
running and reconciling payroll reports and
assisting with travel voucher auditing.
Working at the FCA provided Rivera with
indispensable work experience.

See HACU page 11

Colonia volunteers improve residents’ health
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
David Casas, Yvette Rhett and Yvette Wilson
march down a street lined with small quiet
homes in a colonia known as San Carlos. In
uniform, jeans and a shirt that simply reads Dare
to Care, they carry vital medical information,
tablets, notes, flyers and walkie-talkies.
The bright bold navy blue shirts and static
sounds from walkie-talkies seem foreign to this
gray and quiet low-income community just
outside of Edinburg.
The three soldiers in blue are part of a group
of 63 University of Texas-Pan American nursing
students scheduled to graduate in December.
Students split into small armies, walk the
streets of San Carlos knocking on strangers’
doors. They sit with residents inside their
kitchens and living rooms to develop a healthneeds assessment for each family.
“We randomly went door to door,” Casas
said, “and we started taking their blood pressure
to break the ice.”
The group stops in front of a home standing
alone and empty in front of a large, muddy
unkempt yard, and ponders whether they should
approach it.
“I’m just going to try,” Rhett said.
She approaches the house and speaks into an
open door... no one responds. Rhett places a
flyer on a small stone with an empty beer can
on top of it to hold it in place.
The students hope that the families read these
flyers that were printed just moments before.
The flyers explain the details about a health fair
being held for the community on Oct. 11.
The fair will mark the end of this six-week
long project. Attendance at the fair will reflect

on their final grade.
Janie Cantu-Cabrera, along with two other
instructors Cindy Milan and Jackie Williams,
heads the project.
“The students are putting all their knowledge
together and checking what the clients need,
going from door to door,” Cantu-Cabrera said.
Students will be knocking on doors of these
homes saying, “I'm a UTPA nursing student and
I'd like to talk to you about your health,”
according to Cantu-Cabrera.
Senora Paz, a San Carlos resident, opens her
door and quickly welcomes the nursing
students.
“Come in, buenos dias," she says in Spanish,
"please take a seat.”
Senora Paz, who doesn’t know much English,
was visited the week before by the same group
of students.
“The people that open their door to you can
be very honest and open. That is very surprising
to me,” Rhett said.
Once inside the house, Senora Paz brings
green plastic chairs for the nursing students and
the reporters following them. Wilson begins
Senora Paz’s check up.
“How is your sugar?” she asks her in
Spanish.
Paz responds with a shy giggle. She says that
she assumes she’s been okay because she thinks
she’s been eating right. Casas finds that she has
run out of the proper litmus strips needed to
check her blood sugar level.
She’s been out of them since last year, so the
students decide to check her sugar level on the
spot. It is at 279, relatively high.
The result of her blood sugar level sparks a
series of serious questions asking Senora Paz
about her daily routines, diet, exercise and daily
activities. They advise the diabetic to start taking

walks around the neighborhood.
She admits she’s thought about walking but
lately has been trying to avoid the mosquito
bites that may lead to Dengue fever. The
students correct her and warn her that it’s West
Nile virus she needs to worry about.
“It’s rare to find someone around here who is
actually self-conscious and aware of their
health,” Casas said.
Paz rubs her hands, fingers and knuckles
telling the student group she worries she might
also have arthritis.
“This hand is more healthy than this hand,”
she points out to them.
The students have realized a lot of the people
in the neighborhood are simply looking for
someone to talk to.
“Some people will really open up to you and
start talking about other problems and personal
issues,” Casas said. “The best way to handle that
is to listen first.That kind of support helps too.”
Nursing instructor Cantu-Cabrera hopes this
program will bring out the nursing instinct in the
students.
“I can’t teach you to care, it has to come from
you,” she said. “Volunteering is an important
thing, it empowers you.”
Rhett was impacted after her first visit to
some of the homes.
“I felt guilty. I went home and started
packing food, but I didn’t bring it because I
didn’t know exactly how involved we’re
allowed to get with these families,” she said, “I
will probably bring it when all of this is over,
after the health fair, because of course, that will
be on my own time.”
After the students advised Senora Paz one last
time about the health fair on Oct. 11, they
moved on down the street, coming to a green
trailer with small stepping stones that led them

to the front door. The stones were placed shortly
after the students first visit to this small trailer.
They had visited it before and knew of the lady
who lived there. She came to San Carlos from
Brownsville to escape domestic problems. Now
she house-sits the trailer for a family who has
migrated to the North.
The students find her in the back yard
watering her plants and advise her to spray on
some mosquito repellent before she continues
her yard work. Her pet dog catches a glimpse of
the students.
The dog is tied to a small wooden dog house.
His eyes are sad, bloodshot and droopy. His
empty bowl is filled with rainwater. There is no
bark at the strangers who have walked into the
back yard where he sleeps.
His bones protrude out of his slouched body,
a sad reminder of the kind of life every being
lives in this small poverty stricken neighborhood
known as San Carlos. According to some
students, a few of the homes share electricity by
running extension cords across yards.
Cantu-Cabrera spoke of a woman who
doesn’t own a refrigerator, so every day she
walks to the nearest grocery store and buys food
for her family to cook daily.
“You don’t appreciate your life,” Mynga
Garcia, a nursing student, said, “until you see
something like this.”
The health fair will be held at San Carlos
Community Resource Center, otherwise known
as the Women in Care Clinic, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Oct. 11.
It will offer residents, and other people who
attend, free sugar checks, information on
diabetes, nutrition, hygiene, bone density, West
Nile virus, breast cancer, testicular cancer and
other health related issues. Local health agencies
will also participate, offering free services.
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Hitting the ice: Killer Bees open camp
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Members of the Rio Grande Valley Killer Bees hockey team wait in line to participate in skill drills during training camp Tuesday afternoon at the Dodge Arena in Hidalgo.

By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American
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The Killer Bees will conclude the first week of their
inaugural season training camp
with a pair of road trips to take
on the Corpus Christi Rayz and
Laredo Bucks, Friday and
Saturday respectively.
The two games will comprise the Bee’s pre-season and
be the only chance Head
Coach Tracy Egeland will have

to see potential members of the
Killer Bee roster in non-intersquad competition, before having to make final roster decisions next Wednesday.
But for Egeland, who has
had his anticipations met during camp, the decision process
will not come into account
until after this weekend's play.
“The camp is going pretty
much as I expected,” Egeland
said. “It’s still early, so it’s hard
to tell. The guys showed up in

shape and have been working
hard.”
According to Egeland the
condition of players during
training camp can be a big
obstacle.
“When your guys aren’t in
shape you have to spend half
your time skating them,”
Egeland said. “ If the players
are in shape you can go right to
work.”
So for the Killer Bees the
workload this week has been

exceptional: practices in the
morning, consisting of skating
and stick handling drills, and
scrimmages in the afternoon to
get the team in good on-ice
condition.
For Dan Odegard, who is
trying to earn his first ever spot
on a pro team, the work is well
worth the reward.
“I’m really excited about
getting an opportunity to play
here,” Odegard said. “I’m just
really trying to concentrate on

getting myself into the lineup.”
Odegard who was named
the NCAA Div. III Midwest
Collegiate Hockey
Association’s Player of the
Year last season, has a pretty
good idea of what he’ll need to
do this weekend to earn himself a spot.
“I’ll have to work my butt
off,” Odegard said. “I’m going
to have to get some good scoring opportunities and try to
play some good defense.”

See BEES page 14

Is Latino political slant changing?
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
As the Hispanic population grows, so does
their voting power and politicians are taking
note. Republicans are learning to speak Spanish
and Democrats have set an Hispanic agenda;
both parties are fighting for the Latino vote
which could turn the tide in 2004.
Hispanics, who have traditionally voted
Democratic, are evolving into complex voting
patterns. As reported by the San Antonio
Express-News in August, a study done by the
Annenberg Public Policy Center at the
University of Pennsylvania during the 2000
presidential election found that Latinos vote on
issues rather than on political parities.
Results show Hispanics tend to agree with the
Democratic Party on economic issues like
healthcare, while on social issues like abortion,
homosexuality, and school vouchers they lean
toward Republicans. Democrats are traditionally
known for doing more for minorities and the
underprivileged.
“The perception of the Democratic Party is
that they are for the working class, the

underdog,” explained Priscilla Guzman, UTPA
political science lecturer. “They are known for
being more of an equality party.”
Due to their minority status and their
comparatively low socioeconomic level, the
majority of Hispanics in the past have felt the
Democratic Party can do more for them.
“There’s more poverty among minorities,”
explained Dr. Chad Richardson, associate
professor of sociology. “Their efforts are to get
out of poverty. The liberals offer solutions such
as to increase minimum wage and give childcare
help for single mothers. These things benefit
minorities because they have economic needs,
they like to see more economical aid.”
However, while Hispanics look to Democrats
to help them economically, they increasingly
depend on Republicans to hold up the social and
moral issues they value.
“Hispanics tend to be more traditional and the
majority are Catholic,” Richardson stated. “The
Catholic Church takes a strong stand against
abortion, premarital sex and homosexuality.
They have such strong ties to the Church and
have these traditional morals that tend to be
more conservative and Republican.”

The traditional culture of Hispanics is also a
reason for their conservative views, political
science lecturer Emily Calderon explained.
“Latinos are very much tied to their culture,
and the conservative Latino culture comes in on
the side with the Republicans,” she said. “On the
other hand it is also part of our culture to be
strongly tied to our families and we want to help
each other and make sure our families are taken
care of. The Democratic party is more likely to
do this. The U.S. government should take care
of us since we are citizens.”
Guzman feels Hispanics who vote Republican
might do so because they feel Democrats have
not done much for them in the past.
“Hispanics are experiencing disenchantment,”
she said. “People are not happy with the
Democratic party and what it’s done for them in
the past. They want to change and see what the
Republicans can do for us.”
The rising level of education among Latinos
has also affected their political stand, Calderon
explained.
“Hispanics are becoming more educated and
making more money,” she said. “I read

See HISPANICS page 12

For veteran Ryan Shmyr,
who has spent the last two seasons in the NHL Calgary
Flames system, the exhibition
games this weekend are just
another step towards the season.
“Eggy (Coach Egeland)
will set the lines, and everyone
will get an equal chance to
show what they can do,”
Shmyr said.
Shmyr, who’s expected to
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(left photo) Killer Bees goalie Jacque Vezina crouches to stop an incoming slapshot Tuesday. (right photo) Vezina watches prepares to stop an incoming wrist shot.
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Broncs prepare for Midnight Madness
Newcomers to bolster Bronc roster as basketball
program counts down to Midnight Madness
By BRIAN CARR
The Pan American

The head office of the UTPA
Basketball program is under
construction – literally.
The floor is a maze of building
materials, caution tape prohibits
access to rooms, which are being
remodeled, and white dust scatters
under every footstep taken.
For several weeks the Field
House has been undergoing a
facelift, but the
work done to
revamp the
appearance of
the Bronc front
offices holds
little
significance
when compared
to the
monstrous
Fagan
changes made
to this season’s
Bronc roster.
Next Friday is Midnight
Madness, the first opportunity for
NCAA basketball teams to practice
with a full squad. Until now, Head
Coach Bob Hoffman has been
limited with what he can do with
his players, which is basically
conditioning exercises.
Only when the team can
function as a whole will Hoffman
will be able to see if his newly
acquired
arsenal has the
chemistry and
drive to
perform well at
the Div I level.
But he is
optimistic
about this
season’s team.
“We’ve got
Sakalys
a lot of
different
weapons and a lot of different
strengths,” Hoffman said. “It will
depend on the type of team we
play, but we can put different guys
on the floor and get good
matchups.”
The most notable weapons in
this year’s squad are 7-foot-tall
junior Alvaidas Gedminas (Laivite
HS/Kirtland CC) and 6-foot-11

junior Ryan
Langer (West
Lyon
HS/Northeast
CC), who will
bring size and
strength to the
Broncs inside
game.
Coupled
Holcomb
with returning
starters Derrick
East, Eric Montalvo, Chris Fagan
and Allen Holcomb, and aided by
the return of Andrius Sakalys, the
Broncs will have what looks to be
every advantage needed to improve
upon last season’s 10-win season.
Last season’s squad lacked
depth on the bench, but with the
new additions to the roster, the
Broncs look to have several
effective five-man configurations.
For Hoffman the breathing room
will remedy
some of last
year’s lategame losses.
“Everything
will depend on
game
situations,”
Hoffman said.
“But at face
value we
East
believe that.”
If the
season goes as
well as expected the Broncs may
even be able to put together some
good opportunities for upsets, as
they travel to Oklahoma midway
through the season to take on both
Oklahoma University and
Oklahoma State University.
But Hoffman is looking
forward to the schedule as a whole,
and is not putting to much
emphasis on single game season
outings.
“Our
schedule in
general really
fits our
players,”
Hoffman said.
“We’ve got a
lot of good
home games,
more than last
year.”
Montalvo
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FUNDING FORUM
South Texas educators make finance pitch
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
When the House Subcommittee on
Select Education met with presidents of
Hispanic-serving South Texas colleges
and universities to discuss higher
education Monday, the panels offering
testimony kept a consistent theme alive
throughout the morning—school funding.
During his introduction, Texas
Democratic Congressman Ruben
Hinojosa told Chairman Peter Hoekstra,
R-Mi., that the people of South Texas are
seeking higher education. He stated that
the Rio Grande Valley has had a 28
percent in people accessing higher
education.
"This is proof that our people are
hungry for that opportunity," he said.
Hoekstra mentioned he and Hinojosa
have been paying specific attention to
Hispanic-serving institutions for the past
five to seven years to make sure an
appropriate level of federal support is
being provided.
"It’s clear that whether you’re in
Michigan or Texas, the access to higher
education is critical," he said.
Addressing the subcommittee were
UTPA President Dr. Miguel A. Nevarez,
Texas A&M University-Kingsville
President Dr. Rumaldo Juarez, Coastal
Bend Community College President Dr.
John Brockman, University of TexasBrownsville President Juliet Garcia,
South Texas Community College

President Dr. Shirley Reed, and UTPA
Student Representative Ariana de la
Garza.
One of Nevarez’s concerns about
financial aid at UTPA was the 1996
Illegal Immigration Reform and
Immigration Responsibility Act, which
limited state decisions on whether
residency was a benefit factor for higher
education. With this act students who are
not born in the United States are not
given the opportunity to gain financial
aid, despite that they may have been
awarded a state high school diploma.
"We are betraying students who have
worked hard in our public schools,
persisted and graduated, who are then
denied the higher education assistance
available to their peers who are in
similar socioeconomic circumstances,"
said Nevarez.
There are a number of pending acts
designed to grant illegal aliens this right.
One of the unique aspects of higher
education at UTPA, Nevarez stated, was
that students do not strictly devote
themselves to their schoolwork. Several
students are large contributors to their
households and therefore must work to
pay for school and provide for their
family. Citizens of South Texas have
been left behind for too long, and should
be offered more financial aid to stop the
trend of "a division between the haves
and the have-nots," he added.
Still, 80 percent of students here do

See EDUCATION page 12
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MAKING A POINT— Congressman Ruben Hinojosa, D-TX. (left) and Chairman Peter Hoekstra,
R-MI., participated in a panel Monday morning at the International Trade and Technology building.
The discussion dealt with school funding for higher education.

Second annual HESTEC will convene next week
By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
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Allen Holcomb elevates for a shot against Centenary during the 2002-2003 season.

The director of the U.S. Patent Office
resigned in 1875, recommending that the office
should be closed because he claimed that there
was nothing left to invent. Wouldn’t his face be
red if he saw the technologies created in the last
century, such as MP3s, coffee makers, or even
disposable cups?
By striving for technological advancement,
the Rio Grande Valley seeks to maximize its
potential of various residents in areas of
innovation. The University of Texas-Pan
American will host the second annual Hispanic
Engineering Science and Technology Week
(HESTEC) October 13-16. Elementary age
children to college students will have the
opportunity to gain information from different

experts in the fields of science and technology,
as well as people in the entertainment industry,
government, media and education.
Gilbert Maldonado, specials projects
coordinator for the UTPA Foundation, says
HESTEC will allow residents of Brownsville,
Laredo and South Padre Island to gain an
understanding of what UTPA has to offer, as
well as learn what they themselves have to offer
the science and math fields.
The HESTEC website states that with the
recent strength of the Hart-Rudman
Commission, employment opportunities in
science and engineering are expected to increase
in the decade at a rate three times greater than
for all other occupations. However, the number
of students entering the fields of math, science
and engineering continues to decline, threatening
America's position as the world's leader in

science and technology.
Tina Atkins, director of general education and
GEARUP of Region I, said she believes
HESTEC brings students a view of what they
can accomplish, and offers an outlet for their
creativity.
“HESTEC is representative of the tremendous
possibilities for students and educators to learn
from experts in the field of math, science and
technology,” Atkins said.
Joe Castillo, an educator from PSJA North
High School, hopes events such as HESTEC
will open doors to students from the Rio Grande
Valley who have the ability to pursue the science
field but may not have had the opportunity
previously.
“I think the outlook of what lies in store for
these students is hopeful,” Castillo said. “This
past spring we [GEAR-UP Program] received an

invitation from a company that says they will
need 7,000 new engineers in the next seven to
nine years. They’re coming down here to the
Valley to recruit new engineers. The company
has opened doors to us which they have never
done before, not even to school districts in Fort
Worth or Dallas which is right near their
location. It was an honor for our students to be
the first to have access to their laboratories.”
Mike Guerra, sophomore at PSJA North, tells
how last year he wasn’t even sure what
engineering was until he met someone who
explained the field.
“Motivation from GEAR UP and teachers is
great,” Guerra said. “Motivation from people in
science and engineering is just awesome.”
Castillo hopes students will enjoy and benefit
from the solar car race. Last year students from

See HESTEC page 12

